BCM Bible Study – November 19/20, 2014
Romans 13-14

Romans 13:1-7 – Authorities

In what ways have you struggled to submit to those in authority?

“When Paul was writing during the first century, the Roman Empire was ruled by the notorious Nero.  The system he ran was full of injustice and imperial arrogance, and had been for a long time.  Christians in Rome were considered very problematic to the authorities” - N. T. Wright

Why might Paul be introducing this topic of authority into the letter at this time? 
To what extent does this include submission to evil rulers?

Compare this passage to Acts 5:27-32.  What principles do you find for helping you deal with authority?  In what practical ways should we be submitting to authorities today?

V7 states a few different ways of owing something to an authority, what are some you may struggle with or disagree with? 

Romans 13:8-14 – Love fulfilling the law

How does Paul claim that love is a fulfilling of the law?

Why does Paul use the images of night and day in v11-14?

Paul's solution to avoiding the activities of the night is to “put on (or clothe yourselves with) the Lord Jesus Christ” (v 14).  How are we to do this?

What does it mean for you to “make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires”?

Romans 14:1-12 – Judgment

“We begin Romans 14 and clearly the theme remains the same as in chapters 12 and 13: love your neighbor as you love yourself. But the specific issue in this chapter is how a church can hold together when some members are so different from each other.” - John Piper

What differences between the “weak” and the “strong” in faith do you see here?


-What does it mean to have a “weak faith” or “strong faith”? 
What are some issues that Paul might call “opinions” or “disputable matters” (v1)? 
What does it mean to be “fully convinced in his mind,” and how do we get there? 

How should be handle differing opinions within the church? 
Romans 14:13-23 – Causing one another to stumble

When has your freedom in Christ been a stumbling block to someone else? Was this an issue, why? 
Paul states that nothing is unclean in and of itself, what does this mean to you? Do you believe that this is true? (V14)
Paul commands that we not let anything which we know is good be spoken of as evil. What does this mean to you? (V16)
In our relationships with other Christians, how do we focus on “righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit” instead of matters of “eating and drinking” (v17)?

