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Jude is difficult because it presents some strange and unusual references that we're not used to seeing in the Bible.  Jude quotes from a couple of non-canonical (not in the Bible) Jewish religious books, such as 1 Enoch (v6, v14) and The Assumption of Moses (v9).  By quoting these books, he is not claiming that they are authoritative and true, but rather uses them as illustrations, and his use of them here has become authoritative and true.  Think of it in similar fashion to Paul quoting from Greek poets and philosophers in Acts 17 to teach the men in Athens about God.  Don't get caught up on these difficult illustrations so that you miss the great truths of this book.  Verses 3-4 and 17-25 are especially rich with truth about God that is very relevant to us today.

Introduction

· What are your first impressions of this letter and Jude, its author?

· What would you say are the main theme and tone of the letter?

Read Jude 1-4

· What do you see in how Jude refers to himself?  In how he refers to his readers?  What does it mean to be “called”, “loved” (or “beloved”), and “kept” (v1)?

· What does Jude mean by “the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints”?  What does it mean to contend for this faith?

· Who are some people you think of when you think of somebody who is contending for the faith?

Read Jude 5-16

· What words and phrases does Jude use to describe the people he is writing to warn against? What Old Testament images does he use?

· We can't assume that the warnings in the Bible are directed at other people.  How do these descriptions of activities and attitudes that are dangerous to the church and the truth challenge you personally?

· It seems that these teachers were distorting the basic truths of the gospel (v4).  What are the basic truths of the gospel that should not be distorted?  How do you see this kind of distortion of the gospel happening today?

Read Jude 17-23

· v19 talks about these false teachers bringing division to the church.  Where do you see people bringing division?  How have you contributed to it?  How can you respond to it?

· v20-21 give us some instruction on how to prepare to “contend for the faith.”  Which of these exhortations is most needed in your life right now?

· v22-23 gives us some specific ways we can “contend for the faith.”  How can we apply these teachings?

Read Jude 24-25

This final doxology is one of the most beautiful in the Bible.  What truths about God and his work for us does it teach?

How do you need God to “keep you from stumbling” right now?

General Notes on Jude

· “It is unfortunate that the book is so little known.  It is one of our most important documents from the period in Christian history where the lines between orthodoxy and heresy were being drawn.  Its particular application is at the point of deciding that there is a relationship between profession and practice, between creed and conduct, between doctrinal belief and ethical behavior.” - Ray Summers

· Author: “The name is literally 'Judas.' But to avoid connection with Judas Iscariot, the infamous one who betrayed Jesus, most translators have used 'Jude.'  Which Jude (or Judas) is this? There are six people named 'Judas' mentioned in the New Testament, but the best evidence identifies this as the one mentioned in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3: Jude, the half-brother of Jesus.” - David Guzik

· Note the similarities of this letter to 2 Peter chapter 2.  It is possible that Jude borrowed this material from Peter's letter in writing his.  Some scholars believe the reverse is true, that Peter borrowed from Jude's letter.

v1-4

· v3: “Jude taught that the faith has been once for all delivered to the saints. God's revelation concerning the doctrinal content of our faith is finished. The church is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets (Ephesians 2:20). Anyone who comes along and claims to have a new word from God to add to the faith once for all delivered to the saints is against Scripture.  The reason we have a Bible is that the church of the third and fourth century recognized that God had spoken once for all in these writings. The canon was closed, and every other claim to truth is now measured by the standard of the faith once for all delivered to the saints.” - John Piper

· v3: “This letter of Jude is not written to a pastor but to 'those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ' (v. 1). The duty to contend for the faith is, therefore, not just the duty of the ordained ministers of the Word, though they do have a special responsibility. It is the duty of every genuine believer.” - John Piper

· v4: “The wolves who pervert the faith are professing Christians. They are pastors and church leaders and seminary teachers and missionaries.  So the threat to the faith is coming from among some who are now inside. They are probably saying something like this: If we are saved by grace, then it doesn't matter what we do morally. In fact when a Christian sins, it only serves to magnify the grace of God. So they turned the grace of God against the commandments of Christ and in effect denied the lordship of Jesus.” - John Piper

v5-16

· v6: “In 1 Enoch there is an account of 200 angels who entered into a conspiracy to leave heaven, descend to the earth, and enter into sexual union with women.  Because of the evil they brought into the world, God sent the archangels Raphael and Gabriel down to the earth to bind the rebellious angels and to consign them to lower regions of darkness until the day of judgment.  This use of an illustration from a non-canonical book constitutes no major problem.  Some of the Jewish apocryphal books were widely used; 1 Enoch was one of the most popular.  Jude used the story of the wicked angels to illustrate God's judgment on wicked men of his day.” - Ray Summers (Broadman Bible Commentary on Jude)

· v9: “From the non-canonical Hebrew book, The Assumption of Moses, Jude took another vivid illustration.  In that book there is an account of what happened when Moses died.  The archangel Michael went to get the body.  Satan arrived at the same time and for the same purpose.  Michael insisted that Moses' body belonged to God.  Satan insisted that Moses' body belonged to him because Moses had murdered the Egyptian.  Because Satan was a ruler, though an evil one, Michael would not rebuke him, but simply said, 'The Lord rebuke you.'  He left any reviling of rulers to God.” - Ray Summers (Broadman Bible Commentary on Jude)
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