Hebrews 9:15 – 10:18 A Better Sacrifice
October 26-27, 2016
Since salvation is only through Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12); and the details of Christ’s life death and resurrection were not known in their lifetime how were Old Testament saints saved? The same way believers today are saved- by faith and through the finished work of Christ. The point made in Hebrews is that Christs atoning death was retroactive, so to speak. The Old Testament sacrifices were not a means of salvation but a way of faithful obedience. They were hopeful symbols of the one perfect, future sacrifice that would be the means of salvation. The death of Christ had long been a stumbling block to Jews. A dying Messiah contradicted their deeply held theological presuppositions. Aware of this theological blind spot, the writer of Hebrews proceeded to give 3 reasons it was necessary for the Messiah to die: a testament depands death, forgiveness demands blood, and judgement demands a substitute. These two chapters demonstrate the absolute necessity for a Messiah’s sacrifice and reveal the character of the sacrifice. Christ crucified is the only hope for the people. Here is a record of Jesus’ death from the theological rather than the historical standpoint. We are reminded of the ineffectiveness of the old sacrifices; we are shown the meaning and the depth of his death in all of its riches. IN his death, Jesus was the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
In Communion or The Lords Supper we remember Christ’s sacrificial death as he commanded us to do so. But he is not re-sacrificed. The Lord commanded his disciples to remember his death, not to try to redo it. The work of sacrifice is done. There will be no more. Forgiveness is already provided for those who trust in this one perfect sacrifice. Why would anyone want to go back to the old sacrifices, which were never finished and never effective? To reject is to have no other hope of forgiveness ever. The Lord is not slow about His promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). Salvation – glorious and perfect salvation – is promised in the Old Covenant and purchased in the new. 
Testament: the same Greek word translated “covenant,” but the term takes on a more specialized meaning in this passage. Here the author uses the illustration of the last will and testament to demonstrate the necessity of Christs death. The benefits and provisions of the will are just promises, until the one who wrote the will dies. In other words, death activates the promises into realities. 
Sacrifices: In the Old Covenant, God prescribed animal sacrifices to be offered for atonement of people’s sins. The Levitical system of sacrifices was not designed by God to remove or forgive sins. It was preparatory for the coming of the Messiah. It revealed the seriousness of their sinful condition, and it revealed the reality of Gods holiness and righteousness by indication that sin had to be covered. The many sacrifices of the Levitical system were to be superseded by the one all-inclusive, perfect sacrifice of Christ. Christ had no sin and needed no sacrifice for himself. Only one sacrifice by him was needed, one time only, for all men, for all time. Unlike the Old Testament priestly sacrifices, the sacrificial work of Christ was never needed to be repeated. 
Read 9:15 – 10:18
In God’s plan what must happen in order for sins to be forgiven? Verses to consider Matthew 26: 27- 28
Why does the writer introduce the system of a will? How is this helpful in understanding what Christ did?
In what ways is Christ’s death a better sacrifice for sin then the old animal sacrifice? 
How does the writer of Hebrews in 9:18 – 23 explain and interpret this event (referenced from Exodus 24: 1-8) in light of Jesus’ better sacrifice? 
In what ways was the Old Testament sacrificial system only a copy and shadow of the true heavenly sacrifice? 
What is necessary to understand that Christ did not enter the Jewish sanctuary, but instead went into heaven to appear in God’s presence? (v.25) Why is it important that this happened once and for all? 
What does this passage teach about death? (v. 9:27) What awaits men after death? 
The writer quotes a passage from Psalm 40, what does this passage mean? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]What do the promises of vs 10: 15-18 mean to you? 
Do you feel fully accepted and forgiven by God? What keeps you from walking in the forgiveness made possible by Christs death? 
Jesus’ perfect sacrifice for sin makes you completely accepted in the sight of God. How can this knowledge make a difference in how you relate to other people this week? 
The questions below are general bible study questions that can be asked about any passage, these questions can be asked to help initiate conversation. 
Paraphrase passage in your own words- what is the main point? What stands out to you personally? How can this be applied in your life? 
What do these verses tell you about God? How does this change your view of Him or your relationship with Him? 
In this passage, what is a promise, command, truth, or prayer in this passage? 

References and commentary: Hebrews by John MacArthur, red ink commentary not ours.
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first covenant (v. 15)—The actual first covenant historically was made with Noah (Gen. 6:18; 9:9). Next
came the covenant made with Abraham (Gen. 15:18). By context, however, the older covenant under
discussion in this epistle is that which is called the Mosaic Covenant or the Covenant of Law (Exod.
19:1-20:21). “First” in this verse, therefore, means the former, older covenant with which the Levitical
system is connected.

those who are called (v. 15)—Literally “the ones having been called,” this phrase looks back to those
under the Old Covenant who were called to salvation by God on the basis of the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ to come long after most of them had died. The reference, as always in the New Testament
epistles, is to the effectual calling related to salvation (see 3:1), which in this context refers to Old
Testament believers.

promise of the eternal inheritance (v. 15)—that is, salvation in its fullness (see the notes on “rest” in
3:11;4:1, 9;6:12)

blood (v. 18)—“Death” in verses 15-16 is replaced by “blood” (see the notes on vv. 7, 14). The term is
used to emphasize the violent aspect of His sacrificial death.

water, scarlet wool, and hyssop (v. 19)—These items were used at the Passover in Egypt for sprinkling
of blood, and in the ritual cleansing for lepers, and in the red heifer ceremony (Num. 19:6). More of
those are in view here. These elements were a part of the sprinkling of blood in the covenant ceremony
described in Exodus 24:1-8, though not mentioned there. The added details came either by direct
revelation to the writer or had been pre-served in other records or traditions known to the writer and
his readers.

the book . . . the people (v. 19)—See the notes on Exodus 24:1-8. The consecration of Aaron and :
his sons to the priesthood is the only other occasion in the Old Testament when any persons were

sprinkled with blood. The detail about the book also being sprinkled with the blood is not recorded

in the Exodus account.
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copies (v. 23)—The earthly tabernacle and its vessels were only symbolic replicas of the true heavenly
tabernacle (8:2) and were also made unclean by the transgressions of the people (Lev. 16:16).

the heavenly things (v. 23)—As the preceding context indicated, the inauguration of the Mosaic
Covenant by sacrifices was necessary (vv. 18-21). That concept is here applied to the heavenly sanctu-

ary— it is dedicated or inaugurated as the central sanctuary of the New Covenant by Christ’s sacrifice.
The better covenant required a better sacrifice.

better sacrifices (v. 23)—Christ’s superior sacrifice is a major theme in 9:13-10:18.

copies (v. 24)—The term is not the same as that used in v. 23 and 8:5. This is literally “antitype” It is
used only twice in the New Testament. The antitype either pre-figures the type (as here), or is a later

illustration of the type. In both cases, the antitype is not the real thing, but only a copy of it. The earthly
“holy places” in the tabernacle were only types of the heavenly abode of God.

1now to appear (v. 24)—On the Day of Atonement, the high priest entered the Most Holy Place where
God made an appearance (Lev. 16:2). The high priest, however, was hidden from the presence of God
by the cloud of incense (Lev. 16:12-13). (See also “has appeared” [v. 26] and “will appear” [v. 28].) Each
verb is a different term in the Greek. The term for Christs present appearance in heaven (v. 24) alludes
to His official presentation to report to the Father on the fulfillment of His mission. The concept of mak-
ing an appearance or being revealed is involved in the incarnational appearance in order to die once for
sin (v. 26). At Christ’s appearing at the Second Advent (v.28), the term used stresses the visible nature of
the appearance (see 2:8; 12:14). All three tenses of Christs soteriological ministry are also covered: (@)
His First Advent to save us from the penalty of sin; (2) His present intercessory ministry in heaven to
save us from the power of sin; and (3) His Second Advent to deliver us from the presence of sin.

for us (v. 24)—Christ is our representative and the provider of our spiritual benefits (see 2:9; 6:20; 7:25;
John 14:12-14).
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body in order to offer Himself as
the final sacrifice (2:14).

to do Your will (v. 7)—See Matthew 26:39, 42.

Jirst...... second (v. 9)—The old, repetitious sacrificial system was removed to make way for the new,
once-for-all sacrifice of Christ, who had obediently done God’s will (see 5:8; Phil. 2:8).

sanctified (v. 10)—Sanctify means to “make holy” to be set apart from sin for God (see 1 Thess. 4:3).
When Christ fulfilled the will of God, He provided for the believer a continuing, permanent condition
of holiness (Eph. 4:24; 1 Thess. 3:13). This is the believer’s positional sanctification, as opposed to the
progressive sanctification that results from daily walking by the will of God.

body (v. 10)—This refers to His atoning death, as does the term blood (9:7, 12, 14, 18, 22). Mention of
the body of Christ in such a statement is unusual in the New Testament, but it is logically derived from
the quotation from Psalm 40:6.

stands (v. 11)—In 2 Chronicles 6:10, 12, Solomon sat on his throne as king, but stood at the altar when
acting in a priestly role (see Deut. 17:12; 18:7).

footstool (v. 13)—This is yet another reference to Psalm 110:1. This prediction will be fulfilled when
Christ returns and all creation acknowledges His lordship by bowing at His feet (Phil. 2:10).

86

perfected (v. 14)—This involves
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1) In Godss plan, what must happen in order for sins to be forgiven?

(Verses to consider: Matt. 26:27-28)

2) List two ways Christ’s death is a better sacrifice for sin than the old

animal sacrifice.

3) What does this passage teach about death (9:27)? What awaits men after
death?

(Verses to consider: 2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Thess. 4:17; Rev. 20:11-15)
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