Advice from 2013-14 DLs to new DLs

Personal Walk

· Be faithful to your individual walk with God.

· Don’t neglect spending your own time with God.

· Keep up with your personal relationship with God. Your relationship with Christ reflects in your family.

· Seek discipleship and pursue God daily.

· Love God so that you can love others.

· Don’t sacrifice your relationship with God for filling up your schedule.

Discipleship

· Don’t spend a crazy amount of time chasing people who aren’t committed to Bible Study and forget to disciple the people who are committed.
· Spend quality time with your family members. Love them where they are at.

· Equipping others and encouraging them to disciple others will create a better atmosphere of discipleship than trying to disciple everyone yourself.

Attitude

· Be excited and willing to learn from your leaders and your study.
· Don’t be afraid to not know what you’re doing. Be prepared, then let Jesus take the wheel.

· Don’t put personal value or pride in the size of your family. God will work and do great things through you in a family big, medium, or small.

· Don’t be discouraged in hardships that might happen in your family. Find ways to have joy in Christ during those times.

· The Father gives great joy through the most difficult circumstances in your families.

· Don’t be discouraged if things don’t turn out the way you thought they would.

· Don’t have any specific expectations. Just be expectant that God will move.

· Don’t think you know it all or can do it all. You don’t and you can’t.

Genuineness

· Don’t feel like you have to be perfect to be a leader. God works through our inadequacies, and sharing what God is doing in your life (specifically the tough stuff) is the best way to be real with others.
Family Community

· Put aside time, money, and resources for your bible study (lunches, socials).
· Take time to get to know everyone in your family. Learn something about each of them.

· Always be thankful for the older people in your study.

Prayer

· Prayer for your family is just as important as the study prep. Don’t neglect praying.
· Pray for your family.

Time

· Don’t let any time get away from you. Putting things on the back burner for a week can easily turn into a month or longer before you realize it.

· Make sure you take the beginning of the semester to develop good time management. If you want to get lunch with some of your family every week, make that a habit early.

· End Bible Study on time. When your family members are unhappy about how long your study goes, there’s a 99% chance they won’t feel comfortable talking to you about it.
Leadership

· Meet with your quad on your own time. It will make your family stronger.

· Have open lines of communication with your quad! Talk about your expectations of each other.

· Invest in your quad. Be real with them.
· Invest in the OL-DL relationship. You aren’t discipling your study by yourself – remember that!

· You and your OL are an encouragement team for your study.
