BCM Bible Study – April 6-7, 2016

Colossians 2:6-15

Introduction

This is the point of Colossians where Paul gets down to the heart of his letter. He gives an overview of his teaching (2:6-7) which he uses to combat the heresy facing the church (2:8-23).

Walk in Him – Read Colossians 2:6-7

· Paul calls the Colossians to walk (or live) in Christ in the same way that they received him. What circumstances do you remember about when you first received Christ? What thoughts or emotions did you have?

· What does it mean to continue to live in Christ in those same ways (that we received him)?

Verse 6 is an example of a common structure used by Paul where he grounds his imperative exhortations (“live/walk in him”) in the indicative reality about people's lives (“you received Christ”). He will use this a couple more times later in this letter – watch out for it!

· Look at some other examples of this in Rom 6:11-12; 15:7; Gal 5:25; Phil 2:5. How else does Paul call people to live based on the reality of who they are in Christ?

· How much does the reality of your relationship and standing before God affect how you live? Where do you struggle to align the two?
· Paul calls the Colossians to live “as they were taught.” Do you have a sense of respect and attention for the ways you have been taught to live in Christ?

Made Alive With Him – Read Colossians 2:8-15

· Verse 8 gives the first real glimpse of the heresy being taught to the Colossians. What was wrong with this false teaching?

As we saw last week, false teachers of the day claimed that faith in Christ was not enough for true spiritual enlightenment. You must also do and know certain things. In verses 9 and 10, Paul presents Jesus as the fullness which fills us in all ways.

· How do you respond to the idea of being complete or having fullness in Christ?

· How do you “see to it” (v8) that you are continuing to be filled with Christ rather than taken captive by “human tradition”?

· What do the images of circumcision (v11) and baptism (v12) tell us about our relationship with God?

· What are some of the implications of Jesus' work on the cross from v13-15? How do these realities affect you personally?

Pray together through this passage. Pray verses 6-7 for each, also thanking Christ for everything else that He is through the rest of the passage.

