BCM Bible Study – April 13-14, 2016
Colossians 2:16-23

Introduction

This section is meant to explain the “philosophy” Paul referred to in v8.  In fact, our knowledge of the Colossian “heresy”, which at best is fragmentary and indirect, is derived mostly from this passage.  The heresy involves Jewish elements (Sabbath, the law, festivals and celebrations), Pagan elements (worship of angels, elemental spirits of the world), and a mix of both.     
Read Colossians 2:16-19.

· What is the “therefore” in verse 16 referring to?
· What does Paul mean in v17 “a shadow of the things that were to come?”  

· What “shadows” are we tempted to add today?

· How do we distinguish between legalism and devotion to God today?  

· “Do we consider ourselves religious?  Wait a second before you shake your head or nod.  Evangelicals have been trained to insist that we have a relationship instead of a religion, and in matters of salvation that is a biblical fact.  But out of that relationship can come practices (prayer, corporate worship, blessings over meals, communion, etc) that manifest our devotion to Him.” –Beth Moore

· When has religion helped you find God?  When has it turned into legalism for you?

Read Colossians 2:20-23.

· So all this begs the question, is Paul telling the people of Colossae in v20-21 to ignore the law altogether?  Why or why not?  

· V20-21 are another example of the indicative/imperative structure we looked at last week in 2:6.  What does dying with Christ have to do with our freedom from legalism?

· The phrase “based on human commands and teachings” in v22 is seen a few other times in Scripture.  See Isaiah 29:13, Mark 7:6-8.   What does this mean and how does it connect with Colossians? Why do such humanly conceived arguments appeal to us?

· In v23, what does Paul say are the results of our own human efforts?  When have you tried to set up rules for your life and broken them?  

· Paul tells the Colossians here that they don’t need to submit themselves to these rules to attain spiritual maturity.  However in other letters he encourages people to submit to regulations for the sake of people around them.  Read Romans 14:15,19-21.  How do we live in this tension of freedom and love?  

Conclusion

Where do you need to proclaim this freedom from legalism or human imposed rules in your life right now? 

