BCM Bible Study – October 20/21, 2010

Romans 9

Intro – Read Romans 9:1-10:4.

Paul contends in this chapter that Israel, as a whole, has been “accursed and cut off from Christ.”  This is  a problem because of the great promises about God's faithfulness he made in ch 8 (“nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus”).  The issue of God's sovereignty in election/predestination is a part of this chapter, but it is not the main point.

“It might give the impression that Romans 9 is a treatise on the sovereignty of God. It’s not. Romans 9 is an explanation for why the word of God has not failed even though God’s chosen people, Israel, as a whole, are not turning to Christ and being saved. The sovereignty of God’s grace is brought in as the final ground of God’s faithfulness in spite of Israel’s failure, and therefore as the deepest foundation for the precious promises of Romans 8. For if God is not faithful to his word, we can’t count on Romans 8 either.” - John Piper

“Now, in Romans 9 through 11, Paul deals with the problem associated with the condition of Israel. What does it mean that Israel has missed its Messiah? What does this say about God? What does it say about Israel? What does it say about our present position in God?  The question goes something like this: 'How can I be secure in God's love and salvation to me when it seems that Israel was once loved and saved, but now seems to be rejected and cursed? Will God also reject and curse me one day?'” - David Guzik

How does this chapter connect with Romans 8 and the rest of the book?

Paul's Anguish (9:1-5)

How do you cope with the unbelief of some of your relatives or closest friends?

Compare Paul's heart here to Moses in Exodus 32:31-32, and to Jesus in Galatians 3:13.  How does his heart for those separated from God challenge you?

What are of the benefits of Israel that Paul lists?  How do they connect to Paul's statement in 9:6 - “But it is not as though the word of God has failed”?

How might each of these benefits help them believe in Jesus as the Messiah?

God's Word Has Not Failed (9:6-13)

9:6a (“But it is not as though the word of God has failed.”) is the main point of Romans 9 (and really 9-11) that Paul will go on to support.

How does Paul explain this point by saying “Not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel”? (remember: Israel is another name for Jacob, along with being the name of the nation of those descended from Jacob)

“In other words, Paul’s argument is that the promises of God always hold true for the true Israel, the spiritual Israel, but not all ethnic Israel is true Israel. That’s his first statement of the argument: 'They are not all Israel who are descended from Israel.' The assumption is: there is a true Israel; God’s saving promises are made to them; and these promises have never failed.” - John Piper

Paul uses two examples from the patriarchs to support his point that “Not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel.” (v6)  He assumes his readers know the history he is talking about.

Give a brief overview of the history he references here about Abraham, Isaac/Ishmael, and Jacob/Esau.  (see Gen 16, 17, 21, 25 for references)

How do these two examples of Isaac and Jacob support his point?

What differences are there in the two stories?

How do you respond to the idea of election – God choosing certain people to be the objects of his mercy?

Two Objections (9:14-29)

Paul again asks two questions he anticipates from his hearers in this section (v14, v19).  Describe these questions and conclusions he anticipates in your own words.

Can you identify with either of these objections?

Paul quotes Exodus twice here – first God speaking to Moses after the Israelites have sinned by creating the golden calf and Moses asks God to reveal himself to Moses (Ex 33:19).  He then quotes God speaking to Pharaoh during the plagues (Ex 9:16).

How do these two examples show that God is not acting unjustly?

How does the illustration of the potter and the clay help our perspective?

How are God's mercy and justice revealed in the way he treats Gentiles (24-26) and Jews (27-29)?

How does all of this help you see and treasure God's mercy and “the riches of his glory” toward you?

The Stumbling Stone (9:30-10:4)

How might Jesus be more of a stumbling stone to the Jews than the Gentiles?

What does Paul mean when he says the Jews have “a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge”?  Have you seen that quality in your life or those around you?

