BCM Bible Study – October 15/16, 2014
Romans 8

Read Romans 8:1-11 “Victory” 
When Paul begins this section of Romans with “therefore,” How does Romans 8:1-4 connect with the main themes in Romans 7?
In v5-8 Paul divides all humanity into two categories: those who live according to the sinful nature, and those who live according to the Spirit.  Define what he means by these terms.   

In v9-11: How can we be confident that we are in realm of the Spirit, in other words, we have the Spirit inside us? 

Read Romans 8: 12 – 17 “Sonship”
What is the obligation we have mentioned in v12? 
Practically speaking, what does it mean to put to death the misdeeds of the body by the Spirit (v13-14)?

Chapter 7 discusses that we are no longer slaves to sin, but slaves to righteousness. However, in v15 he clarifies what this means. What does it mean to be son’s of God, to be co-heirs with Christ? What is this reward? 
Read Romans 8: 17-30 “Hope”
V17&18 discuss sufferings that we will endure. What does this mean to you? What does it mean that the sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us? 

What is Paul addressing when speaking about Creation? What does it mean that Creation is groaning; is held in bondage? (v22)
V23- What does it mean we have the first fruits of the Spirit? 

What is this hope that we have? What are we waiting patiently for?  (v24-25)

What does it mean that the Spirit intercedes on our behalf? (v26-27)

What does v28 mean to you? 

Read Romans 8:31-39 “Security”
V31-35 State several rhetorical questions with expectations that those with the Spirit can have.  What are these expectations? 
Conclusion

Discuss v37-39 and what these verses mean to you? 
Read 8:18-27

What kind of suffering is Paul talking about here (and v17)?  Why might we be called to “share in [Christ's] sufferings?

Is it easy for you to believe v18 in the midst of suffering in your life?
