BCM Bible Study – November 28 & 29, 2018 
Acts 28: Wrap-up and Reflect
Paul in Rome: Read Acts 28:11-31
· Why does it seem that Roman Jews are wary of Paul?

· Since Paul appealed to Caesar, it appeared that Paul was accusing the Jews of something. Instead, Paul insists that he did this not as a charge against Israel, but to save his own life.

· Also note that Roman Jews had a lot of trouble – they had been expelled by Claudius about 10 years prior. They were probably also wary of Paul because he was a Roman citizen who seemed to be in good standing with Roman officials; though the Jews had accused him of crimes, the officials would not convict him – it seemed like he was one of them! (Expositor’s)

· How does Paul argue for Christianity to the Jews? (v.23)

· Paul spoke to the Jews in a way that they would understand – how can we imitate Paul’s method in a non-Jew context that is largely unfamiliar with the Old Testament?

· Paul indicts the leaders by quoting Isaiah 6:9-10. During Isaiah’s time, the kingdom of Israel was at risk of being overtaken by Assyria because they simply would not listen to the Lord: Read Isaiah 1:1-6, 16-20. It is to these people who would not listen that Isaiah was sent to prophesy the Lord’s message.
· Do you ever feel like you are trying to share the gospel with people who could be described by Acts 28:26-27?

· How should we interact with such people? What is our role in sharing Christ with them? (Consider Paul’s example in v.31)

· The word “boldness” (or courage) in 28:31 appears 3 times in Acts 4:13, 29, and 31.  Peter and John had been arrested and commanded not to preach the gospel. In response, the disciples get together to pray: Read Acts 4:23-31.
· What is the root/foundation of Christian boldness?

· What does Christian boldness look like? How is this different than boldness as defined by the world?

· As you go forth to advance the Kingdom, you will need boldness that only God can provide. What can you do to find the strength to be bold?
Reflection on the Semester:
· What story/theme of Acts has impacted you the most? In what way has it impacted you?

· How has God shaped and changed you this fall in general?
· One of the great themes of Acts is God’s sovereignty over the advancement of his Kingdom. 

· Looking back at this fall, how have you seen God working in your life to advance the kingdom and spread the gospel?

· Remembering Paul’s faithfulness to take action, what are the next steps for you regarding these things?
Looking Ahead:
· In what way can you be a witness for Christ when you are at home over the break? Who are the people with whom you want to be intentional about sharing Christ and his love?

· How can you celebrate Christmas in a way that makes much of Jesus?
