BCM Bible Study – December 3/4, 2014
Romans 15-16

Read 15:1-13

In v 1-6, Paul continues his line of thought from chapter 14 about the “strong” and the “weak,” and uses examples from Christ to show this, what are these examples for how we should live?
V2 is a strong command; how do, or how can you live this out in your own life? Do we live this command out?
What does God desire of us in v5-6, what do these verses mean?

What do the Old Testament passages in v9-12 have in common?  What do these passages reveal about God’s ultimate purposes in the world?

How can we become those whose lives overflow with joy, peace, and hope as in v13?

Read 15:14-22

How does Paul define his ministry and motivation?

What in Paul’s life and mission do you want to see most in your life?

Read 15:23-33

What are Paul’s immediate and future plans?

Why was the collection in v26-27 so important to Paul?  How does this and the urge to prayer (in v30) reinforce what Paul has been saying throughout Romans (and this chapter) about the church?

Read 16:1-16

Keep in mind Paul had never been to Rome, what observations do you make from this list of greetings and what do they tell you about Paul’s perception of the church there?

Read 16:17-27

What type of people were causing divisions and creating problems in the family of God in v17-20?

How can we use Paul’s guidance here to discern “false teaching” in the church today?

How do the final words of this letter in v25-27 summarize the scope of our salvation from beginning to end?

Conclusion

What has changed in your life since studying the letter to the Romans?
What do you remember most about studying Romans? 

How can studying Paul’s words help you be better ministers of the gospel? 

 In 1534 William Tyndale wrote this exhortation about Romans:

Now go, reader, and follow the order of Paul’s writing.  First, behold yourself diligently in the law of God, and see there your just condemnation.  Second, turn your eyes to Christ, and see in him the great mercy of your very kind and loving father.  Third, remember that Christ did not make atonement that you should anger God again, nor did he cleanse you that you should return (as a swine) to your old puddle again.  He wants you to be a new creation and to live a new life, following the will of God and not the sinful nature.   
