BCM Bible Study - December 4/5, 2013 
Acts 27 & 28 

Introduction (Chapter 27) 
Eric Liddell, "the Flying Scotsman," won the four-hundred-meter race at the 1924 Paris Olympics in world-record time. But his real heroics occurred twenty years later, in the Weihsien concentration camp in China. This missionary's faith and energy encouraged many of the eighteen hundred trapped in the camp's squalid conditions. "Uncle Eric" to children separated from their parents, he "organized activities, served as a teacher and a guardian for youth, and fulfilled the role of pastor until a brain tumor claimed his life in February 1945" (Williamson 1991).
Many centuries earlier on the dark, storm-tossed Mediterranean, Paul had also determined to make a difference to those around him. His example helps us understand what it is to proclaim, through one's life, the salvation blessings found in Christ alone. 

Luke’s account of Paul’s voyage to Rome stands out as one of the most memorable pieces of descriptive writing in the whole Bible. “ We” implies that is an eyewitness report. 
Summary of Chapter 27: Paul's voyage towards Rome. (1-11) Paul and his companions endangered by a tempest. (12-20) He receives a Divine assurance of safety. (21-29) Paul encourages those with him. (30-38) They are shipwrecked. (39-44)
The Storm at Sea – Read Acts 27:13-38
· What happened between Paul’s first warning (vs. 10) and his second warning, to which the people listened? 
“ The means the sailors used did not succeed; but when sinners give up all hope of saving themselves, they are prepared to understand God’s word, and to trust in his mercy through Jesus Christ.”
· What things do you see others and yourself relying on rather than Christ? How can you help people see those things are not reliable and Christ is? 
· 2 Corinthians 1:3-5- We see Paul put these verses into action. Who in your life is living in fear or needs comforted with the love of Christ? What can you do for that person to demonstrate Christ comfort? 
· God had a divine plan for Paul. He was confident in God’s promise to protect him so that he could fulfill his purpose.  What mission has God given you? Think of specific people you feel called to impact. 
· Have you experienced any storms in regard to fulfilling your God given mission? 
· Paul was protected not only from the storm, but also from men.  Read vs. 42-44
Introduction- Chapter 28
Paul arrives in Rome and stays there for two years “ welcoming all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God, and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.” Many believe that it was during his time in prison, probably chained hand to hand to the soldier who kept him that Paul wrote to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Hebrews. This demonstrates the Christian love with which his heart overflowed. 
Summary of Chapter 28- Paul kindly received at Malta. (1-10) He arrives at Rome. (11-16) His conference with the Jews. (17-22) Paul preaches to the Jews, and abides at Rome a prisoner. (23-31)

Paul on Malta- Read Acts 28: 1-6 
God used Paul’s reaction to the viper to win people to Christ. When believers shake off the temptations of Satan, with holy resolution, people see Christ.
· What situations do you have going on now that your reaction of peace or obedience could affect viewer’s opinion of Christ’s work in your life? 

Paul in Rome- Read Acts 28: 17-31
· Why did Paul endure all this hardship? Were there any worldly benefits? What were the spiritual benefits?
· What was Paul’s focus while he “from morning till evening he expounded to them”? (also read 1 Corinthians 1: 22-24 )

· Is there someone in your life who you need to set aside differences and simply share the gospel with? 

Some believed when Paul spoke, some didn’t. We share the message; we live the message for people to see. God opens the ears and eyes of people around us and provides understanding for salvation. 

Conclusion
· Paul was influential on a boat in a dangerous sea, on an island with strangers, and in a prison attached to a guard. Think about your given circumstances. How can you make Christ known where you are? 

· Who can you pray for, that their eyes and ears might be opened to the light of the gospel?
