BCM Bible Study – Nov 30 – Dec 1, 2011

The Disciples: Judas

Who Was Judas?

Judas Iscariot was one of Jesus' twelve chosen apostles.  He is to be distinguished from the other apostle named Judas (see Luke 6:16, John 14:22 – this other Judas is called Thaddeus in Matthew and Mark).  The name “Iscariot” likely means “a man (ish in Hebrew) from Karioth (a town in southern Judea).”

· What else do the following verses tell us about who Judas was?

· Matthew 10:4, Mark 3:19, and Luke 6:16 (these are the first mentions of his name in each Gospel)

· John 12:1-6

His Calling – Read John 6:66-71

Although it is not recorded in the Bible, we assume Judas' calling was similar to that of the other apostles.  He left his life to follow Jesus and stayed faithful when things got difficult and many turned away.

· How might Judas have come to such a different place with Jesus than the other apostles despite similar backgrounds and experiences?  What was different about him?

Read John 13:18, 21-26.  Here, Jesus quotes Psalm 41:9 in predicting his betrayal by Judas.  In both passages (John 6 and 13), it is clear that Jesus knew beforehand that he would be betrayed by Judas.  Jesus saw the Old Testament pointing to this very act.

· Why do you think the other apostles never suspected Judas as a traitor?

· What does this tell us about God and his plan for his Son?

· What are your feelings about God's role in Judas' betrayal and the death of Jesus?

His Betrayal

In his book Spectacular Sins, John Piper says, “The most spectacular sin that has ever been committed in the history of the world is the brutal murder of Jesus Christ, the morally perfect, infinitely worthy, divine Son of God.  And probably the most despicable act in the process of this murder was the betrayal of Jesus by one of his closest friends, Judas Iscariot.”

· Do you agree or disagree with this quote?  Why?

Read Luke 22:1-6

· What do you think drove Judas to do this?

· What is Satan's role in the process?

His Death – Read Matthew 27:3-10

· How does Judas' death compare to the other apostles we have looked at?

It says here that Judas “changed his mind” (ESV) or “was seized with remorse” (NIV) when he saw that Jesus was condemned.  This remorse leads to his suicide.

· How, instead, are we as Christ-followers called to deal with remorse for the sinful and wicked things we have done?

Conclusion

Unlike the other apostles, we cannot look to the stories of Judas for a role model or example of what it means to follow Jesus.  However, we can learn from his story and let it be a warning to us.

· Reflecting on the story of Judas, what do you learn?  How is it a warning to your life?

· How would you describe his faith?  Where do you see similarities to your own faith that should be a warning to you?  Where do you see differences that lead you to praise God?

