BCM Bible Study – December 5/6, 2012

The Gospel of John: The Resurrection (John 20:1-31)
The Empty Tomb – Read John 20:1-9
· What do you think was going through the minds of Mary, Peter, and John here?

· Why is it important for John to prove that the tomb was empty?

· Last week we considered what the Bible has to say about what the death of Jesus accomplished. What about the resurrection? What other Bible verses do you know that talk about what happened when Jesus rose from the dead? (For ideas, see Romans 6, 1 Corinthians 15, Colossians 3, etc.)
Jesus Appears – Read John 20:10-23

· Why do you think Mary doesn’t initially recognize Jesus?
· What do you think is significant about her encounter with him in v16-18? What is significant about the fact that Mary plays this important role in John’s gospel?
· We’ve talked about v21 a couple of times. What does it mean for Jesus to send out his disciples (and us) in the way the Father sent him?
· What other promises does Jesus give to the disciples here? What is significant about them?
Thomas Doubts – Read John 20:24-29
· Where else do you remember seeing Thomas in this book? (see 11:16; 14:5)
· What do you think of his statement in v25? What about his statement in v28?

The Purpose Statement – Read John 20:30-31

We will end our study of John right where we began it, with the purpose statement of the gospel in John 20:30-31.

· Now that you’ve studied this book over the semester, how does John accomplish the purpose he states here? Which of the “signs” has made the biggest impact on you?
· What are the biggest things you’ll take away from this study? How do you intend to apply what you’ve learned in John to your life? 

