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Background

“In the first eleven chapters Paul has described God’s gift of righteousness.  In Christ we who were condemned are justified.  We who were sinners are sanctified, and we who had no hope will be glorified.  But what is our proper response to God’s mercy, love, and grace?  Paul tells us this in Romans 12.” –Jack Kuhatschek

What are some examples of God’s mercy you have seen from Romans 1-11?

Read Romans 12

Reread Romans 12:1-2

What does it mean to be a living sacrifice?

What is the purpose of being a living sacrifice?

“What is true worship? Paul believed it was total self-surrender to God (v 1-2). ‘Worship’ is a better translation than ‘service.’  ‘Spiritual’ is not a good translation of the Greek behind ‘reasonable.’  The word was meant to describe the worshiper as a rational being.  The expression could be paraphrased: This is the only kind of worship God will accept from a rational being.” 

–The Teachers Bible Commentary

How does your life conform to the patterns of this world?

How does Paul describe God’s will?

Do you agree with this description; have you ever tested or challenged God’s will?

Reread Romans 12:3-8

How does Paul’s analogy of a body relate to us as a Christian, in the BCM, and in our churches?

How can the realization that we are members of a body (v 3-8) prevent us from thinking too highly of ourselves (v 3)?

How do you think God wants you to use your own gifts to build up the Body of Christ?

Reread Romans 12:9-16 

What can you do in your life to cling to what is good?

Why Does Paul say love must be sincere or genuine?  

How does this relate to the way Paul tells us to act?

What does it mean to honor someone above yourself and how does this challenge equality? (Phil 2:3)

Of Paul’s commands (v 9-21), what do you find most challenging? least challenging?

Reread Romans 12:17-21

How do we live v 17?  Does this mean we have to please everyone?

Do you find yourself wanting to repay evil with evil?

How can you leave revenge to God?

How does showing kindness to someone “heap coals on his head?”

“’Heap coals of fire on his head?’ (v 20) does not mean to ‘get even’ by doing good.  Moffat correctly paraphrases: ‘For in this way you will make him feel a burning sense of shame.’  The aim is to restore harmony and thus ‘overcome evil with good’ (v21).” –The Teachers Bible Commentary

Conclusion

Where specifically do you feel like you need to overcome evil with good?

What is preventing you from sacrificing everything to God?

What areas in your life do you feel like you need transformation? 


