BCM Bible Study – November 2-3, 2011

The Disciples: Peter

Introduction

Simon, whom Jesus also named Peter (which means “rock” in Greek – he was sometimes called Cephas, which means “rock” in Aramaic), was the clear leader of the twelve disciples.  Because of this, we see more about Peter's life and character than any of the others.  We can really see his growth from a stumbling disciple in the gospels to an empowered leader in Acts to a wise pastor in the letters he wrote (1 and 2 Peter).

This week, we're going to look at some stories about Peter in the gospels and compare them with his later life to see his growth.  He grew as a result of being with Jesus and allowing Jesus to teach him.  He also grew in a very noticeable way as a result of being filled with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2.

Leaders:  Your groups may not have time to look at all of these scenes from Peter's life.  If so, choose a couple that you think will be meaningful or challenging to your family.  Make sure you take time to talk about an evaluation your own spiritual growth at the end (using the Conclusion questions or in any other way you feel is appropriate for your group).

Submission – Read Matthew 17:24-27

· What is Jesus trying to teach Peter here?

· What is the danger of not living in submission to authority?

Read 1 Peter 2:13-18

· Do you think Peter gives the same reasons for submission as Jesus did?

· What might it look like for you to grow in this area?

Love – Read John 13:1-11, 34-35

· What do you think of Peter's response to Jesus?

Read 1 Peter 4:8

· Based on the example of Jesus and the teaching of Peter, what does this kind of love look like practically?

· Jesus calls his followers to love one another.  Who are you loving in a way that points “all people” to God?  Who are you failing to love in this way?

Humility – Read Matthew 26:30-35

(If you don't remember the rest of the story, Read Matthew 26:69-75 also)

· Have you ever found yourself in the position of Peter – promising Jesus that you won't fall away but yet still doing so?

· Do you think it's inappropriate to make those kinds of statements to God?

Read 1 Peter 5:5-6

· What might it have looked like for Peter to respond to Jesus in humility?

Restraint – Read Matthew 26:47-56

We know that Peter was the one who cut off the servant's ear from John 18:10.

· What does this action reveal about Peter?

Read 1 Peter 2:19-25

· How do we see evidence of growth in Peter later in his life?  What lessons did he learn from the incident?

· How does Peter describe Jesus in this passage?  In what ways does he connect Jesus' sufferings with our lives?

Courage – Read John 21:15-19

Peter was clearly not a coward (think of him cutting off the servant's ear in front of an army and walking on water to Jesus), but he needed a different kind of courage to face the persecution and martyr's death Jesus knew was in store for him.  Scripture doesn't record the end of Peter's life, but we hear from the church historian Eusebius, writing around 300 AD, that Peter “was crucified head-downwards; for he had requested that he might suffer in this way.”  According to Eusebius, this happened in Rome under the persecution of Emperor Nero, probably between 64 and 68 AD.

· Jesus has this conversation with Peter after Peter had denied him during his arrest and trial.  How did Jesus' words prepare Peter for his ministry and death?

· In what areas do you need courage in order to follow Jesus?

Conclusion

· What evidence have you seen lately in your life of growth in faith and character as a result of God's work?  What specific events have shown you this?

· Peter grew over the course of decades, not weeks or months.  What things are you doing to invest in your long-term spiritual growth?  What things could you be doing?

