BCM Bible Study – November 28/29, 2012

The Gospel of John: The Crucifixion (John 19:1-42)
Introduction
We skipped over John 18 – in that chapter, Jesus is betrayed by Judas, arrested by soldiers, denied by Peter, questioned by the high priest, and brought to Pilate (the Roman governor). Pilate says, “I find no guilt in [Jesus]” (18:38), but the Jews continue to push him to sentence Jesus to death, although they have not yet said why he deserves to be put to death (see 18:30). We pick up the story in the beginning of John 19 with Pilate figuring out what to do with Jesus.
Pilate and the Jews – Read John 19:1-16
· Why does Pilate allow Jesus to be mocked and beaten (v1-3) even though he says, “I find no guilt in him” (v4, 7)?
· What do you think of Jesus’ attitude and responses during this process? Do you react this way when you are suffering or being treated wrongly? Should you?
· What can you conclude about Pilate’s character after reading this passage?

· What do the Jewish leaders say that finally convinces Pilate to have Jesus crucified? Why was this such a compelling thing to say?
· The Jews’ final words here are haunting: “We have no king but Caesar!” (v15) What are they actually saying with that statement?
The Crucifixion – Read John 19:17-30

· Why are the Jewish leaders upset about Pilate’s inscription on the cross (v19-22)?
· Verse 24 contains a reference to Psalm 22:18. Why does John point this out? What is significant about the fact that the details of Jesus’ death would “fulfill the Scripture”?

· Verse 28 also contains a statement by Jesus that is said to “fulfill the Scripture,” possibly referring to Psalm 22:15 or Psalm 69:21. Jesus also quotes Psalm 22:1 in Matt 27:46 and Mark 15:34. If you have time, read Psalm 22 and discuss the significance of the gospel writers applying it to Jesus’ experience on the cross.
· What is Jesus trying to accomplish in his interaction with his mother and “the disciple whom he loved” in verses 26-27?
· What does Jesus mean by, “It is finished”?

· John does not interpret Jesus’ death here, but what do we know to be true about the results of his death on the cross from other places in John and in the Bible?

The Burial – Read John 19:31-42

· In verse 37, John quotes Zechariah 12:10. Read Zechariah 12:10 and 13:1. What more do these verses tell us about Jesus’ death?
· What do you think of the actions of Joseph or Arimathea and Nicodemus (remember him??) in this passage?
· In verse 35, John reminds us of his role as a truthful witness to the events of Jesus’ death. Why is it important to John that people know that this all is true? What does it mean for you to join John in giving a testimony about Jesus and his death?
Next week will be our last week in John! We will be looking at John 20. Challenge people to read John 20-21 before they come.
