BCM Bible Study – October 31, 2018
Acts: Paul Arrested (Acts 21-23)

Two weeks ago, we left Paul on his journey to Jerusalem with stern warnings from many people that he would face danger if he went. Paul’s response was, “I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” (Acts 21:13)
Paul Beaten and Arrested – Read Acts 21:17-26

· Note that the vow that Paul agrees to take is one that comes from Numbers 6 – it is called a Nazirite vow. Also remember that Paul is bringing an offering from Gentile churches to the Jewish church in Jerusalem.
· What is the situation in Jerusalem described in this passage? Why is Paul asked to join the men taking a vow?
· For another glimpse of Paul’s attitude in situations like this Read 1 Cor 10:23-11:1.
· What is Paul saying in this passage?
· Consider a time when you may be (or have previously been) in a setting where other Christians are stricter about certain things, whether it be the way you dress at church, worship style, etc. How should you act in such situations? What ought to be your motivation and goal in doing so?
· Read Acts 21:27-36
· Jewish and Roman law permitted the death penalty for any Gentile who entered the Holy Place of the temple. Paul is accused by the “Jews of Asia” (possibly Jews that Paul ran into and angered on his missionary journeys) of bringing his Gentile companion Trophimus into this place.
· What goals do you think these Jews had in mind? Why were they willing to resort to violence against Paul?
· Have you ever been in a situation where your passion for religion caused you to act in an ungodly way? Where else have you seen that happen in today’s world? 
· In light of these things, how does this passage serve as a cautionary tale for you?

Paul’s Defense to the Jews – Read Acts 21:37-22:29 
· Why do you think Paul gives his personal testimony in this situation? 
· Paul gives his testimony in such way that would that would appeal to a Jewish audience; However, the crowd turns on him when he mentions the Gentiles. This begs the question: Should the Jewish audience have been surprised that Gentiles were being permitted entrance into the community of faith? Let’s consider a small portion of the OT evidence:

· Genesis 22:15-18

· Isaiah 49:6; 52:10

· Deuteronomy 4:5-8

· There is no doubt that God has always had in mind that his redemptive efforts would begin with Israel and spread to the entire world. “God’s people from their inception are a ‘so-that people’ – chosen and graciously blessed so that all people might know of God’s merciful blessing.” (Michael Goheen) Many Jews lost sight of this reality in the midst of trying to defend themselves from the attack of other nations. Likewise, when we face trials or hardship, we can often lose sight of that fact that we are “so-that people.”

· In what way would your life look different if your primary focus was to be a “so-that” person? What things tend to get in the way of or overshadow this mindset?
Paul Before the Council and Taken to Caesarea – Read Acts 22:30-23:11 
· Keep in mind that Paul intended to go to Rome and then to Spain to spread the gospel as far west as possible. At the same time, the Holy Spirit encouraged him to go to Jerusalem where affliction and imprisonment awaited him. 

· Why would the encouragement in verse 11 been meaningful to Paul?

· Have you ever received encouragement from God in dark times? How did that encouragement come about? (Bible, friend, sermon, song, etc.)

· Read 23:12-35
· How do you see the Holy Spirit at work to bring about God’s plan for Paul in an unexpected way?

· Looking specifically at verses 23-24, in what way did Paul’s arrest serve to assist his effort to go west?

· In what ways have you seen God use your life for his bigger plan of making his name known in the world?

Take some time to reflect on Fall Gathering!
