BCM Bible Study – November 14/15, 2012

The Gospel of John: The Farewell Discourse, Part III (John 17:1-26)

Introduction
John 17 is known as the “High Priestly Prayer.” This is the longest recorded prayer of Jesus in the Bible, and immediately precedes his arrest in the beginning of John 18. This prayer serves as the conclusion to Jesus’ last time of intimacy and instruction with his disciples in John 13-17.
Jesus Prays for Himself – Read John 17:1-5
· At what other times do you remember Jesus praying before big events in his life?
· Do you tend to pray for yourself at the beginning of the day or before a big event? What things do you usually pray?

· Although Jesus’ relationship with the Father is clearly different from ours, how might his prayer for himself instruct us on how to pray for ourselves?

· What might it mean for you to pray that you might glorify the Father? (see v1)

· What do you think of Jesus’ definition of “eternal life” in v3?

Jesus Prays for His Disciples – Read John 17:6-19
· What specifically does Jesus ask the Father concerning his disciples in this section?
· What specific ministries does Jesus have toward his disciples according to this section?

· In verses 14-16, Jesus talks about his disciples being “not of the world.” What do you think this means? Why does he ask that they not be taken out of the world?
· Jesus asks the Father to sanctify his disciples through his Word (v17). How can we allow God’s Word to have that kind of an effect on our lives?
Jesus Prays for Later Believers – Read John 17:20-26

· Here, Jesus prays for those who would believe in him in the future, which includes us! What does the fact that Jesus prays for you here mean to you?
· In verses 21-23, Jesus prays for the unity of believers, “so that the world may believe (or know) that you sent me.” What does this kind of unity look like? Why would it be a powerful argument to the world that Jesus is sent from God?
· What do we learn from this entire prayer about the relationship between the Father and the Son?
· Jesus does not simply pray for the immediate, urgent needs of himself and his disciples. He focuses on the long-range, important goals of their ministries. Do you pray in this way? What kinds of things could you pray for yourself or your friends?
· Jesus prays this prayer out loud to bring comfort and assurance to his disciples. How do Jesus’ words encourage or assure you?
After Thanksgiving Break, we will be looking at John 19:1-42. Challenge people to read and reflect on John 18-19 over Thanksgiving!
