BCM Bible Study – October 26-27, 2011

The Disciples: James and John

Introduction

For the rest of the semester, we are going to look at the lives of some of the disciples and their interactions with Jesus in the gospels.  Tonight we will look at two brothers: James and John, the sons of Zebedee.  They, along with Peter, constituted the “inner circle” of Jesus' twelve disciples that he brought with him in his most intimate moments (see Matthew 17:1-13, 26:36-36, etc.)

· What do you think of when you think of Jesus' disciples?  What stories come to mind?

Called as Disciples – Read Luke 5:1-11

The word disciple simply means a “learner” or a “follower.”  Jesus had many disciples during his ministry, which is why his close followers were often referred to as “the twelve” or “the twelve disciples,” to differentiate them from the others.

· What do you see about the call to follow Jesus in this passage?

· How do James and John respond?  What are some of the implications of their response?

Called as Apostles – Read Luke 6:12-16

The word apostle means a “sent one” or a “messenger.”  This was a unique office to which Jesus appointed these twelve disciples.  They were to be his ambassadors and have his authority in founding the church after his death, resurrection, and ascension.

· What do you notice about how Jesus goes about calling the apostles in this passage?

· Read Acts 2:42 and Ephesians 2:19-20.  What was the importance of this office of apostle?  What kind of men would you expect Jesus to appoint to this office?  From what you know about James and John, do they meet those expectations?

Sons of Thunder

In Mark's list of the apostles, he reports that Jesus gave James and John the nickname “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17).  This seems to be a result of their passionate spirits, as seen in the following stories.  Read Luke 9:51-56.  (See 2 Kings 1 if you want to read about the incident of Elijah calling down fire that James and John are referring to here – some translations include the phrase “as Elijah did” at the end of v54)

· How does the context of this story help you understand what is going on? (Specifically, think of the relations between Jews and Samaritans, who disagreed about God being worshiped in Jerusalem or Samaria, and strongly disliked each other)

· What was wrong with the brothers' plan that led to Jesus rebuking them?  Can you see any ways in which they might have had good intentions in the situation?

· Do you consider yourself to be a passionate person?  When does your passion help you?  Hinder you?

Read Matthew 20:20-24.

· What specifically does Jesus rebuke and not rebuke about the brothers' request?

· Look back at Matthew 19:28-30.  What parts of Jesus' teaching do James and John seem to have heard, and what parts did they ignore?

· Do you struggle with the desire to seek positions of honor?  When has God led you to places of humble service and suffering rather than honor and glory?

Finishing Their Work

James was likely the first apostle to be martyred for his faith (Read Acts 12:1-2).  John went on to write a good portion of the New Testament (the Gospel of John; 1, 2, and 3 John; Revelation).  Tradition holds that he was the only apostle who was not a martyr and lived to an old age in exile.

· What do we learn from the very different lives that these two apostles lived?

· James and John were characterized (and sometimes hindered) by their passion. What do you think is unique about your personality?  How might God want to use that?  In what ways will you have to let him refine and control your personality?

· Where are you finding it difficult to follow Jesus as a disciple right now?

