BCM Bible Study – October 30/31, 2013
Acts: Paul’s Journey to Jerusalem
This week, we will look at some passages about Paul’s journey to Jerusalem at the end of his third missionary journey. After we left Paul in Athens last week on his second missionary journey, he spent 1.5 years (Acts 18:11) in Corinth (18:1-16), then returned to Antioch (18:18-22). He departs on his third missionary journey by visiting churches he had planted (18:23), and then goes to Ephesus (19:1-20) for two years. This is where we pick up the story.
Paul’s Plans – Read Acts 19:21-22; 20:1-3
We are given more clues to Paul’s plans in Romans, which most scholars believe to have been written during Paul’s stay in Greece described in Acts 20:2-3. Read Romans 1:8-15; 15:22-33
· Why does Paul want to go to Rome? To Spain?
· What is he concerned about as he begins this journey? What is he excited about?
· The reason Paul goes to Jerusalem first is to deliver his collection of money for the poor Christians there (Rom 15:25-28) that he collected from the churches he planted and visited. About this collection, read 2 Cor 9:5-15. Why is this important to Paul? Is it important for us today to care for the poor? In what practical ways are you able to do so as a college student?
Paul’s Last Words With His Friends – Read Acts 20:17-38

Here, Paul stops in Ephesus on his way to Jerusalem and talks about his plans with the elders of the church he planted and lived with for two years. Paul knows that he would never see them again.
· When have you had to say goodbye to a good friend or spiritual leader in your life? How did that impact your walk with God?
· How do you think Paul gets the courage to face a difficult future in v22-24? Do you feel courageous in situations like that? How do you follow God in spite of fear?

· What closing exhortations does Paul give to the elders? Which of them is most meaningful or challenging to you?

Paul’s Journey to Jerusalem – Read Acts 21:1-14 (Notice Luke begins to use ‘we’ again here. See the map on the DL website to see where Paul went on his way from Ephesus to Jerusalem.)
· What do you make of the warnings Paul is given in this passage about going to Jerusalem? Were those who warned Paul being helpful or a hindrance to him?
· Is it easy for you to listen to warnings from friends? What do you do when you think they are wrong, as Paul does here?

· In v13, Paul states his willingness to walk in faith and be obedient to God regardless of what it costs him. Read Luke 13:31-33. How do the examples of Paul and Jesus challenge you?
Conclusion
· Where is fear stopping you from being obedient to God?
· What step can you take this week to walk in faith rather than fear?
