BCM Bible Study – October 24 & 25, 2018
Acts: Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
This week, we will look at Paul’s third and final missionary journey. To end his second missionary journey, he spent 1.5 years in Corinth and then returned to Antioch. He departs on his third missionary journey by visiting churches he had planted and then he goes to Ephesus for two years. 
Sons of Sceva: Read Acts 19:11-20

The Greco-Roman world put great stock in magical incantations and spells, often collecting them in books (v19) that sold for large sums of money. Therefore, it seems that these men invoked the name of Jesus in their exorcisms for the benefits they thought they would attain. (ESV Study Bible)
· In what ways are you tempted to view Jesus as a means to your own personal goals and plans? 

· When have you seen God bring you to a place where you have successfully overcome this mindset?

· Verse 19 shows that converts immediately burned very valuable books that could have sold for much money. This shows how much they highly valued Christ. 

· What are some things in your life that you are valuing over Christ and knowing Him? (In order to answer this question, fill in the blank – “I am willing to follow Jesus unless he asks me to give up _______.”)
· In what ways has your call to follow Christ brought about “loss” by the world’s standards? How would you described what you have gained from following Christ?
· Question from Darrell: Would Sons of Sceva be a good name for a rock band?
Riot in Ephesus: Read Acts 19:23-29
· Why were the people so upset with Christianity?
· Note: Being a Christian in the first century was difficult because every facet of life involved the gods in some way. For instance, if you were a breadmaker there would be a patron god that you were expected to worship; if you did not, other breadmakers would shun you, which would result in financial and social hardship for your business. In the same way, worshipping the gods themselves created business (like making idols) that created income for individuals and was a large part of the economy.
· What about Christianity is at odds with modern day society? What would it look like for Christians to live in such a way that the world would have to take notice?

Paul’s Last Words With His Friends:
Paul stops in Ephesus on his way to Jerusalem and talks about his plans with the elders of the church he planted and lived with for two years. Paul knows that he would never see them again (more on this shortly), so he gives them a set of exhortations. Read Acts 20:26-38
· Which of these exhortations is most meaningful or challenging to you? How will you respond?
Paul’s Journey to Jerusalem 

Since chapter 19, Luke has been mentioning Paul’s intent to travel to Jerusalem. We are given more clues to Paul’s plans in Romans, which most scholars believe to have been written during Paul’s stay in Greece described in Acts 20:2-3. Read Romans 15:22-33
· Why does Paul want to go to Rome? To Spain?

· The reason Paul goes to Jerusalem first is to deliver his collection of money for the poor Christians there that he collected from the churches he planted and visited. 

· Why is it important for Christians to care for the poor? 

· In what practical ways are you able to do so as a college student?
In the last couple of chapters, Luke has been preparing the reader for this trip to Jerusalem. Read the following passages to see the progression: Read Acts 19:21-22; 20:22-25; 21:7-16
· Though the gift to the poor was part of Paul’s motivation to go to Jerusalem, what was the deeper source of his motivation? (the Spirit had impressed on him that he must go) What was Paul’s attitude towards the difficulties that awaited him?
· How do you think Paul gets the courage to face a difficult future? Do you feel courageous in situations like that? How do you follow God in spite of fear?
Conclusion
Many of us come to college with hopes and plans for the future, and at some point, we discover that these plans may or may not align with God’s will for your life. As we mentioned at the beginning of the study, following Christ may come at some cost – your plans, comfort, financial gain, etc.
· Are you currently wrestling with God’s direction for your life? In what way is fear of what may come from obeying God playing a factor in your decision making?
· If we learn to be faithful in the small things of everyday life, it is often easier to be faithful in the bigger things. What step can you take this week to walk in faith rather than fear?
