BCM Bible Study – January 20-21, 2015
Spiritual Gifts
Everybody should have completed their spiritual gift assessment by the start of the meeting. If people haven’t done that, you can give them a few minutes to fill out a personal assessment as your group is getting started or beforehand: http://goo.gl/uq4Mqv
Spiritual Gifts and 633 Recap
Read Romans 12:3-8: Gifts are utilized in the context of being a “living sacrifice” used for God’s purposes instead of being conformed to the world. It is also essential to use our gifts with humility and to understand that we belong to one another.
1. What could it look like to live with “sober judgment” of self and “belonging to all the others”?
2. What would you say the passage indicates about the goals of spiritual gifts?
Read Ephesians 4:7-16: Gifts are an extension of God’s grace and to equip us for ministering to those around us. Gifts are a part of our maturing process – both building the body and maturing us as individuals.
1. How should we think about and use our gifts being reminded that they were given to us, not created by us?
2. What would you say the passage indicates about the goals of spiritual gifts?

Read 1 Peter 4:7-11: Gifts are focused on serving others – with love and hospitality we serve one another. The variety of gifts are different ways for God to show His grace, so in using our gifts we are actually stewards of His grace. In using our gifts this was God is glorified.
1. What does it mean and look like to be “stewards of God’s grace”? Does this excite your or make you nervous?
2. What would you say the passage indicates about the goals of spiritual gifts?
Read 1 Corinthians 12: Gifts are varied, but have a unified God-centered purpose. In using our gifts we should be aware of both envy and pride, which have no place in building the body of Christ and glorifying God.
1. What stuck out to you about this metaphor? What does it tell us about what the church should like?
2. What would you say the passage indicates about the goals of spiritual gifts?
God uses gifts in the community of faith for the common good of the body of Christ: “Your spiritual gift is not for you. It is given to you for others!” Diversity in gifts is not division. Unity is not conformity – unity is not achieved by being alike. Unity is achieved by having the same purpose: to glorify God and edify others.
Sharing and Using Your Gifts
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another.” - 1 Pet 4:10

“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them” – Rom 12:6

The idea is to take what we’ve learned about ourselves and the body of Christ and to start putting it into action. Having a specific gift (or set of gifts) does not mean you are going to serve in a specific way. Many other factors (such as personality, style, ministry passion, place in life, etc.) will determine where and how you best serve.
You may want to break up into smaller groups of 2-3 for this discussion. Allow some time for people to go back and look at the descriptions of the gifts that came out of their assessments. Give feedback and encouragement about each person’s gifts. Do you see another gifting?
1. What came out as your primary Spiritual Gift(s)? What does you think is the goal of why you have it? What caution do you think you need to be aware of when using this gift? 
2. How are you already using your gifts to serve? Based on factors like personality, ministry passion, etc., where could you be using your gifts to serve the body of Christ? In your church? In the BCM? In other places? 
