BCM Bible Study – October 19-20, 2011

Ezra and Nehemiah: Working for God

Nehemiah's Work

Nehemiah held a series of “secular” jobs in his life: cup bearer to the king, governor, and construction manager for a wall rebuilding project.  Yet he did not separate this work life from his “spiritual” life in God.

Take a few seconds to browse through Nehemiah 3, then read Nehemiah 4:15-23 aloud.

· What different roles did Nehemiah play in this huge project?  What skills or abilities did he need?

· Look back at his call to build in Nehemiah 2:17-18.  What does he view God's role as in his work?

· What tasks or work are in your future plans?  How do you view God's role in your work and in your calling?

· In what ways are you guilty of compartmentalizing your work life or your student life from your spiritual life?

· What obstacles do you anticipate in integrating your future work plans with your spiritual life?

Your Work

Mike Hurt, author of Repurposed: The Memoirs of Nehemiah, says this about our careers:

So what do we need to learn from this?  Our purpose doesn't come from our job.  Also, our jobs need to be more than just a source of income.  They need to add to our calling.  Each job needs to be part of a career path that supports what God wants from our lives.  This discussion is often minimized to whether or not someone is called into “full-time” vocational ministry.  That's a huge mistake.

We are all called to ministry.  Everyone needs to ask the question: Is my career helping me achieve what God wants from me?  Be careful as you ask it though, because it's a life-changing question.

· What do you think about this quote about our careers?

· How do you see your calling relating to your career?

· Is your career helping you achieve what God wants from you?

Finishing the Wall – Read Nehemiah 6:15-16 and 12:27-30, 40-43

Think back to the beginning of the story of the exile and return that we've looked at this semester.

· What must have been the feelings and thoughts of the people at this point?

· What big celebration have you been a part of that was like this one?

· As we conclude this study on Israel's return from exile and the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, what have been the most challenging or encouraging things God has taught you through his word?

