BCM Bible Study – October 24/25, 2012

The Gospel of John: The Farewell Discourse, Part I (John 14:1-31)

Introduction
John 14-17 contains Jesus’ last instructions and prayer for his disciples before his arrest and crucifixion. There is a little bit of dialogue with the disciples, but it is mostly Jesus speaking through these chapters. This section is referred to as the “Farewell Discourse” or the “Upper Room Discourse” because it takes place in the upper room where the last supper was held and contains Jesus’ last words to his disciples.
My Father’s House – Read John 14:1-14
· What did Jesus say in chapter 13 that might be causing these disciples’ hearts to be troubled? (see 14:1)
· How do his words in 14:1-4 comfort them? How do they comfort you?

· What do Thomas (v5) and Philip (v8) not understand about Jesus?

· How would you put Jesus’ statement in v6 in your own words? How would you explain it to somebody who doesn’t know Jesus?

· Why does this kind of a claim often make people uncomfortable? Does it make you uncomfortable?
· How do we communicate the message of John 14:6 to the world in a way that is humble and faithful to the example Jesus has set for us?

Commenting on John 14:12, Andreas Kostenberger says, “Faith in Jesus will enable his followers to perform works even greater than Jesus, greater because they are later – that is, salvation-historically placed subsequent to Jesus’ cross-work and resurrection and thus based on the fully efficacious work of Christ on behalf of sinful humanity.”

· What do you think of the promises Jesus gives to his followers in v12-14?

· What does it mean to ask for something in Jesus’ name? (v13, 14)
The Helper – Read John 14:15-31
· Four times in this passage Jesus links love and obedience (v15, 21, 24, and 31). What is the relationship between these things? How is this different from trying to earn God’s love by our good works (legalism)?
· What does Jesus tell the disciples about the Holy Spirit in this passage?

· Where have you seen God, through the Holy Spirit, bring about some of these things in your life? Where would you like to see God bring about more of these things?
· How is the peace that Jesus offers different from the peace that the world gives? (v27)

Next week, our family groups will not meet on Wednesday or Thursday night. Instead, 6:33 will involve some time for family groups to get together and discuss the teaching, which will come from John 15. Challenge people to read John 15 before Tuesday night!
