BCM Bible Study – October 23/24, 2013
Acts: Paul in Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens (Acts 17)

This week, we will be looking some more stories from Paul’s second missionary journey in Acts 17. See the map on the website for a visual understanding of where Paul was going. The three cities visited in this chapter are very different. Thessalonica was at the time a populous city (maybe 200k people), important in trade and politics. Berea also had a large population but was less important historically or politically. Athens had a glorious history, but was in decline in terms of wealth and influence, and was small (maybe 10k people).
Paul in Thessalonica – Read Acts 17:1-9
· What background does the story here give us for reading Paul’s letters to the church at Thessalonica (1 & 2 Thessalonians)?
· What parts of the Jews’ accusations (v6-7) are false? Which parts are true?
Paul in Berea – Read Acts 17:10-15
· Luke describes the Jewish community in Berea as “more noble” because they “examined the Scriptures daily to see if these things [what Paul was teaching them] were so.” Do you do this when confronted with new teaching or information? How do you go about examining the Scriptures?
Paul in Athens – Read Acts 17:16-34

· What interests you about the culture of Athens as it is described here? Do you see any parallels with our modern culture?
· Paul was “provoked” (v16) by the idolatrous culture of Athens. What did Paul do in response to this provocation? What about our current culture provokes you? How do you respond to those feelings?

· How does Paul’s missionary strategy change in this new context?

· How do we communicate the gospel in a way that is specific to our current cultural setting here at Virginia Tech?

· We are given a more detailed report of Paul’s message to the Athenians. What do we learn about God from his message? About humanity?

· Paul ends his address by mentioning the resurrection of Jesus (v30-31) despite the fact that the Athenians had already expressed skepticism in the idea (v18). Was this a wise idea? What truths of Christianity do you find the culture around you most skeptical of? How do you attempt to communicate those truths?
Conclusion
· How might God be calling you to address the spiritual needs of the culture around you this week? In what ways can we pray for each other to be used by God?
