BCM Bible Study – October 13/14, 2010

Romans 8

Read Romans 8:1-17

When Paul begins this section of Romans with “therefore,” he indicates there is a connection between what he has just said and what he goes on to say.  How does Romans 8:1-4 connect with the main themes in Romans 7?

According to Paul, sin has received its final blow.  In order for the Spirit to be unleashed, sin must be condemned and executed.  How, according to v1-4, has this “execution” happened?

In v5-8 Paul divides all humanity into two categories: those who live according to the sinful nature, and those who live according to the Spirit.  Define what he means by these terms.  

There are many professing Christians whose lives seem very different from Paul’s description of life in the Spirit.  How do you think Paul would account for this fact?

What are the results of having the Spirit live in us as seen in v11-12?

What evidence do you see of your life being controlled by the Spirit?

Practically speaking, what does it mean to put to death the misdeeds of the body by the Spirit (v13-14)?

What does it mean for us to be “sons of God?”

Read 8:18-27

What kind of suffering is Paul talking about here (and v17)?  Why might we be called to “share in [Christ's] sufferings?

Is it easy for you to believe v18 in the midst of suffering in your life?

How does Paul relate “the creation” to our suffering?

One of the words used repeatedly here is groaning – what does this mean?

What is the great hope in these verses?

Read 8:28-39

How would you describe the tone of this section in comparison to Romans 1-7?

There are some glorious and weighty promises and truths in these verses.  Which is most meaningful to you?  Which do you have a hard time accepting?

Which of the enemies mentioned here are most threatening to you?

What are the aspects of God's purpose for us in 28-30?  Which of those stands out to you?

