BCM Bible Study – October 12-13, 2011

Ezra and Nehemiah: Nehemiah's Leadership

Leadership and “Spiritual Leadership”

Nehemiah was an inspiring and effective leader of Israel in the time of rebuilding Jerusalem after the exile.  He was not only a leader, but a spiritual leader.  John Piper defines spiritual leadership as, “knowing where God wants people to be and taking the initiative to use God's methods to get them there in reliance on God's power.”

· Do you agree with the above definition of spiritual leadership?

· Are there differences between leadership and spiritual leadership?

· What do you think are the most important principles for spiritual leadership?

Tonight, we're going to look at a few stories from Nehemiah's career as a leader that give us some things to apply to our own leadership today.

Leadership from God – Read Nehemiah 2:9-20

Last week, we looked at Nehemiah's broken heart for the city of Jerusalem.  Now we see him getting to work on the things God had called him to.  However, he couldn't do it alone.

· Why do you think he took time to examine the walls?  Why did he do it at night?

· How does he try to convince others to help him?

· What role does God play in this passage?  How is Nehemiah's leadership dependent on God?

· Do you consider yourself to be good at persuasion or motivation?  Are you able to communicate your vision from God to other people?

Servant Leadership – Read Nehemiah 5:14-19

Verses 1-13 of this chapter detail Nehemiah confronting wealthy Jews who were oppressing their fellow Jews through interest and seizing of property.  This economic situation was causing an outcry among the poor and a burden on the whole community.

· Here, Nehemiah eased the financial burden on his community by not taking a salary from their taxes, which would have been his right as governor.  What does this tell us about his character and leadership?  Is this sort of thing common today?

Jesus speaks about this type of leadership in Mark 10:35-45.

· How do people today “lord it over them” and “exercise authority over them” (v42)?  What would it look like to “be a servant” and “be slave of all” (v43) instead in these situations?

· What practical ways can you live this out in your different areas of responsibility?

Leadership with Integrity – Read Nehemiah 13:15-22

Here, Nehemiah takes responsibility for the spiritual growth of others around him by calling them to obey God's laws along with him.

· What is the heart and meaning behind the Sabbath command?  (See Exodus 20:8-11 if you don't remember it)

· Is Nehemiah “sticking his nose where it doesn't belong” here?

· When should we today take responsibility for spiritual growth of others?  When should we mind our own business?

Paul also talks about this type of leadership in 1 Corinthians 11:1.

· How would you feel if someone tried to imitate your life?  Why?

Conclusion

· Looking back at the definition of spiritual leadership above, did you see Nehemiah being an example of this type of leadership?  How so?

· As we saw at 6:33 this week, college students have provided the leadership for some of the most powerful revivals in the history of the church.  What are some of the challenges and advantages of being a college student when it comes to influence and spiritual leadership?

