BCM Bible Study – October 17/18, 2012

The Gospel of John: The Last Supper (John 13:1-38)

Introduction
John 13 is the beginning of the second part of John’s gospel, which tells of the last moments of Jesus’ life, his death, and his resurrection. In chapter 13, Jesus celebrates the last supper with his disciples, before a long section of teaching them (ch 14-16) and praying for them (ch 17). This is the night when he will later be arrested (18:1-12), so chapter 13 is the beginning of his last moments with his disciples before his death.
Washing of the Feet – Read John 13:1-17
· 13:1 and 13:3 point out some things that Jesus knew. What specifically was he aware of, and how do those things relate to his actions in this passage?

· What does the washing of the feet symbolize? How can the disciples be both clean, and in need of cleansing? (see v8-10)

· What do you make of Peter’s initial reluctance to have Jesus wash his feet?

· Washing the feet of guests was a task normally done by slaves or servants, so Jesus performing this task is surprising. How do you react to servant tasks? Are you often willing to do them or volunteer for them?

· How does Jesus explain and apply his action in verses 12-17?

· What does it mean for you to “do just as [Jesus] has done for you”? (v15)

Removal of the Betrayer – Read John 13:18-30
· How do the disciples initially react when Jesus tells them that one of them will betray him? How might you have felt if you were in their place?
· Why do you think Jesus removes Judas from the group at this point in the story? Why not before he washed the disciples’ feet?

· Both v2 and v27 indicate that “the devil” and “Satan” were at work in Judas. What do you think this tells us about what is really going on here?
A New Commandment – Read John 13:31-38
· What is Jesus talking about in v31-32?
· What is “new” about Jesus’ commandment in v34?
· Where have you seen the church fail to live out this commandment? Where have you failed? How can we begin to live out Jesus commandment in a way that genuinely speaks to the world? (v35)
· What do you make of Peter’s claim in v37? Is he being genuine or just proud?
Next week we'll be looking at John 14:1-31. Challenge people to read chapter 14 before they come!

