BCM Bible Study – October 5-6, 2011

Ezra and Nehemiah: Nehemiah and the King

Who is Nehemiah Anyway? - Read Nehemiah 1:1-3

Nehemiah means “the Lord has comforted,” and was not an uncommon name.  This story probably begins around 445 BC, 70 years after the temple was restored under Zerubbabel and the prophets Haggai and Zechariah.

· What news do you like to keep up with from your home town?

· What are the implications of Jerusalem's condition that we read about in these verses?  What might life there have been like?  How might the residents have felt?

Read Nehemiah 1:4-11

· What else do we learn about Nehemiah here?

· How do you react to news of brokenness, pain, and difficulty?

· Similar to Ezra last week, Nehemiah's broken heart over Jerusalem leads him into a prayer of repentance for his people.  Do you pray these kinds of prayers?  What does repentance look like in your life?

· What things in this world break your heart most?  In the church?  What is your response to these things?

Nehemiah before the King – Read Nehemiah 2:1-8

· This is about three or four months after Nehemiah heard the news about Jerusalem. What do you think he did during this time?

· What character traits does Nehemiah demonstrate in the way he responds to the king?

· How does he view God's participation in this event?

· In Ezra 4:7-24, we see that Artaxerxes had declared that Jerusalem was not to be rebuilt.  (Remember that these books sometimes jump around in chronological order – that story was told there because it was in a section that dealt with other opposition to rebuilding)  How does this background help us understand this story? Was Nehemiah right to be afraid?

· When has God called you to do something bold in spite of your fear?  How did it turn out?  How were you aware of God in that moment?

· Is your fear stopping you from following God in any ways right now?

Conclusion

By all accounts, and similar to other Biblical characters, Nehemiah was just a normal guy working in a high-ranking government position.  No information other than his father's name is given about his background.  God did not choose to use him because of any special standing or wealth or education he had.

· What do you think it was about Nehemiah that allowed God to use him to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem?

· Are there things about yourself that you feel make you too normal to be used by God for his purposes?

· What needs to be true of your life to allow God to use you?

