BCM Bible Study – October 10/11, 2012

The Gospel of John: The Raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-46)

Introduction
The raising of Lazarus is the last “sign” performed by Jesus in John’s gospel – it will lead directly to his arrest and crucifixion (see John 11:53-54, 57). It brings a close to the first part of John (chapters 1-12) and points toward the second part, which details the last few days of Jesus’ life and his resurrection (chapters 13-20).
Lazarus Dies – Read John 11:1-16
· What is Jesus’ first response when he hears that Lazarus is sick?
· How does Jesus surprise people and defy their expectations in this passage?

· In what ways has Jesus surprised you and defied your expectations of what it means to follow him?

· How do you reconcile the conflict between Jesus’ love for Lazarus and his delay in going to help him?

· Why is God’s glory so important to Jesus? What place does the glory of God hold in your own life?

· What makes it difficult to value God’s glory above all else in real-world experience?

Arriving in Bethany – Read John 11:17-36

· What elements of doubt and faith do you seen in Martha’s statements to Jesus when he arrives in Bethany (v17-27)?
· What kind of “life” and “death” is Jesus talking about in v25-26? How do his statements here alter our normal view of life and death?
· Why do you think John emphasizes that Jesus is deeply moved by Mary’s grief and the anguish of those with her in v28-38? What does this tell us about God and about grief?
· Are you able to approach Jesus with your frustrations like Martha in v21? What questions have you asked God in times of suffering like these sisters are going through?
Raising the Dead – Read John 11:38-46
· What stands out to you about the way Jesus performs this miracle?

· How is it possible that people who saw the same miracle responded in two totally different ways (v45-46)?

· Take a moment to re-read John’s purpose statement in John 20:30-31. How is this purpose accomplished through the story of Lazarus in John 11?

· Read John 11:53, 12:9-10. What is the direct outcome of the raising of Lazarus? What similarities and differences exist between Lazarus’ death and resurrection and Jesus’ death and resurrection?
Next week we'll be looking at John 13:1-38. Challenge people to read the rest of chapter 11, chapter 12, and 13:1-38 before they come!

