BCM Bible Study – April 30 – May 1, 2014
James 4:13-5:20
Introduction

· In the spirit of James 1:22, how were you a “doer” of God’s word this week?

Boasting About Tomorrow – Read James 4:13-17
· What specifically is James rebuking people for here?
· Have you ever had your plans for life significantly altered? What did you learn from that experience?

· What perspectives does James tell us we need to have when we make plans?
· How might it make a difference in your attitude to add the phrase “If the Lord wills,” (v15) when you talk about plans? What situations in your life now do you need to speak this truth about?

Warning to the Rich – Read James 5:1-6
· James introduces this paragraph and the previous one (4:13-17) the same way. What is similar with the people and attitudes James is rebuking in both?
· Does this passage teach us that it is wrong to be wealthy? If not, what attitudes and actions based on our wealth do we need to avoid?

· In what ways do we participate in the dangers laid out in this verse: putting confidence in riches, fraud (v4), self-indulgence (v5), exploiting others?
The Coming of the Lord – Read James 5:7-12

· How does James tell the “brothers” (v7, 9, 10, 12) to feel about the coming of the Lord? How were the rich in the last paragraph to feel about it? Why the difference?
· How does the coming of the Lord affect the way you live each day and how you view your current situation in life?

Prayer – Read James 5:13-20

· What circumstances drive you to prayer? When do you avoid prayer?
· Tell about a time when you’ve seen prayer be powerful as James describes it here.

· Is it easy for you to “confess your sins to one another”? Have you seen the power of this kind of confession and prayer in your life?

· How will you find this kind of accountability in your life over the summer? How can your family group practice this in the coming semester?
Conclusion
James 1:22 warns us to “be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
· How will you be a “doer” of the passage we studied? What is one specific, practical thing you will do this week in response to what we’ve read?
· What is one thing you’ve read in James this semester that you’d like to make a regular practice of in your life? 
