BCM Bible Study – October 9/10, 2013
Acts: Barnabas (Acts 4:32-37; 9:26-30; 11:19-26; 13:1-3; 15:36-41)

This week, we’ll be following the story of Barnabas that is woven through the first half of Acts. There is a lot to learn from his story on the power of Christian community in mission.
Who was Barnabas? – Read Acts 4:32-37
· Here, we are introduced to Barnabas for the first time. What do we learn about him and the community around him?
· How does this description of caring Christian community challenge you? How can we work toward this example?

Barnabas and Saul – Read Acts 9:26-30
We looked at the story of Saul’s conversion two weeks ago – based on Galatians 1:18, the events here happen about 3 years after that.
· Thinking back to what we read about Saul, why were the disciples afraid of him in v26? Would you have been afraid?

· Why do you think Barnabas decided to stand up for Saul? What kind of risks was he taking in doing this?
· Who is somebody who has welcomed you in and stood up for you in a Christian community? When have you done that for somebody else?

The Church at Antioch – Read Acts 11:19-26

This event occurs after the story of Peter and Cornelius we looked at last week, and the author links it to Stephen’s martyrdom we looked at earlier in the semester.
· What do you see God doing here? How are all of these events connected?
· Again, we see Barnabas bringing Saul along with him. Why do you think he does this?

· As we know, God has big plans for Saul. These experiences in the Christian community are training him for his mission. In what ways have you seen the Christian community train and prepare you? In what ways do you resist or miss out on this power?

· As Barnabas did with Saul, how can you bring people along with you as you learn and grow and serve and be a witness?
Sent off On Mission – Read Acts 13:1-3; 14:26-28
These passages record the beginning and end of Saul/Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary journey.

· What role did the church play in the events here? What role did God play?
· How can the church or BCM community today send people out in fulfillment of Acts 1:8?
Paul and Barnabas Separate – Read Acts 15:36-41
· What do you make of the disagreement between Paul and Barnabas (see 13:13 for a brief background story)? Whose side would you have been on?
· In what ways have you seen disagreements detract from the kind of loving, sending community we saw in the previous section? Are there times when disagreements and going in opposite directions are appropriate? How must we act in those situations?
Next week we will be looking at Acts 16 – encourage people to read it before they come!
