BCM Bible Study – October 3 & 4, 2018
Acts: Paul’s First Missionary Journey and the Jerusalem Council
Today we will be looking at Paul’s first missionary journey, which began in Antioch (a primarily Gentile church) and ended with a pivotal council in Jerusalem (a primarily Jewish church). We have skipped chapter 12, which recounts Peter’s arrest and miraculous release from prison and the death of Herod.
Chosen and Sent: Read Acts 13:1-12
· How do you see the Holy Spirit working to fulfill Acts 1:8 in this passage?

· What was the role of the church in discerning how the Holy Spirit was leading?

· What can you do to put yourself in a similar posture of openness?

· The conversion of Sergius Paulus represents a significant turning point in Paul’s ministry. In Salamis, he only preached to the Jews, so this conversion set a new precedence: “the legitimacy of a direct approach to and full acceptance of Gentiles apart from any distinctive Jewish stance.” (Expositor’s) Note that this is different from Cornelius who was connected in some way with the synagogue. We will see that this is a theme of the first missionary journey and ensuing Jerusalem council.
· Also important to note is that this is the turning point at which Saul will now be called Paul. Saul is his Jewish name, while Paul is the Greek version.

· Why does Paul’s name change? Why was this important to his calling to the Gentiles?

· Paul goes to great lengths to embody his mission. He would do anything possible to remove barriers in order to reach people. Read 1 Cor. 9:19-23. Moreover, this is what Christ does as well: Read Phil. 2:3-8.
· To what people do you sense you are being led to share the gospel? How can you imitate Paul’s and Christ’s approach and attitude in doing so?
Turning to the Gentiles: Read Acts 13:13-15, Paul lays out the gospel, 42-52
· This is a different Antioch than the one from which they set out, but this city was also predominantly Gentile. Therefore, the crowd mentioned in v.44 was predominantly Gentile.

· Why did they Jews suddenly turn against Paul after initially being receptive to the gospel? Why would they be jealous?
· The stance taken with Sergius Paulus was that Gentiles were permitted into the faith without having to conform to cultural Judaism and would maintain many Gentile customs. Do you have any similar tendencies of wanting people to conform to certain Christian cultural practices as a prerequisite for conversion?

· Why would these sorts of issues cause us to be “jealous”? What does this tendency tell you about your heart/the heart of mankind?
Paul Stoned: Paul and Barnabas go to Iconium where they were almost stoned. Then they went to Lystra where the people thought they were Hermes and Zeus. We will pick up the story while they are still in Lystra: Read Acts 14:19-23.
· A general theme of Scripture is that we, like Jesus, will face many tribulations and suffering in this life as we seek to follow him and advance his kingdom. Read John 15:18-21.

· Have you ever faced any hardship or resistance in the face of trying to live out your faith or share it with others?

· Paul is encouraging the disciples to remember what Jesus had warned in passages like John 15 – how does this perspective help us to persevere when things get hard?

· It is important to remember that Christianity is not fundamentally about struggle and hardship – it is about finding joy and life in Christ! When have you experienced the joy that comes with living out your faith amongst those who do not believe, even in the face of adversity?
Jerusalem Council: Read Acts 15:1-5
· What is the issue at hand? Why was this such an important issue?

· Read 15:6-21 (Note two things: 1. James is a top Jewish leader; 2. “Simeon” refers to Paul)
· What is Peter’s argument against forcing circumcision on the Gentiles? What is James’ argument?

· How do Peter and James discern God’s will in this situation? What can we learn from them?

· It is very important to not put unnecessary obstacles in front of people that prevent them from entering the Christian family of faith. 

· How do we balance this with also asking people to count the cost of discipleship? 

· How do we distinguish between the “non-negotiables” of following Jesus and issues of personal preference?
· One theme of this passage is this: “These [Mosaic] laws presented a problem for Gentiles: to live by them would make it virtually impossible to continue in their Gentile community.” (ESV Study Bible) As Christians, we are called to live and be active participants in our society – we don’t run away and hide from society. In this way we advance the gospel as Paul and Jesus did in the examples above. In this instance, the Jews had to determine if following Mosaic ceremonial law was necessary to faith. If so, the Gentiles would have been asked to live in a radically countercultural way. 

· In what ways do you feel tension with your culture?

· How do you discern when to live out your cultural values and customs verses when to stand out for the sake of making Christ known?

Next week we will be looking at Acts 16 – encourage people to read it before they come!
