BCM Bible Study – September 29/30, 2010

Romans 6 – Dead to Sin, Alive to God

Introduction: Romans 1-5 has mainly dealt with our justification – our right standing before God.  Now Paul moves on to the idea of sanctification – our holiness.  He is teaching that faith always brings with it war against sin and enslavement to God.  This chapter is framed by a pattern where he asks a question he thinks his opponents will be asking and then goes on to argue against this objection.

Read 6:1-10

What is the incorrect conclusion Paul is arguing against in this chapter (v1, v15) that people might arrive at based on his teaching of justification by grace through faith?

What is Paul's answer in this section to that question?

What is Paul's understanding of baptism?

How does the foundation of being united with Christ help us practically live holy lives?

If sin has been rendered powerless and we have been freed from sin, why do we still sin?

Read 6:11-14 – The language of this section paints the picture of a battle, with the parts of our body being weapons either used for righteousness or unrighteousness.

“As the soldier has ever his arms ready, that he may use them whenever he is ordered by his general, and as he never uses them but at his command; so Christians ought to regard all their faculties to be the weapons of the spiritual warfare: if then they employ any of their members in the indulgence of depravity, they are in the service of sin.” - John Calvin

How is presenting your “members” (or “parts of your body”) to God different from presenting them to sin? (v13)

How do you put into practice the teaching in this section?

Read 6:15-19

Paul compares both our old life and our new to slavery.  Why is the analogy appropriate in each case?

How are the images of death/baptism (v1-11) and slavery similar and different?

Paul teaches here that slavery to God is truly freedom.  How have you seen the truth of that principle in your life?

What does it mean to become “obedient from the heart”? (v17)

Read 6:20-23

What are the differences in the fruit of slavery to God and slavery to sin?

In Romans 4:4-5, Paul talked about the difference between a wage and a gift.  He comes back to that theme here in v23.  How are you responding to the offer of the gift of eternal life through Christ and the wages of death through sin?

Conclusion

Where in your life is sanctification not arising from your justification?

What specifically will you do this week to count yourself dead to sin and alive to Christ?

