BCM Bible Study – February 23-24, 2011

Branching Out from Romans – Living By Faith

Which of these two statements do you agree with more?

Living by faith means doing something crazy for God.

Living by faith means being faithful to God in the small things every day.

Living By Faith

With our BCM in a place of transition in leadership, we want to take some time to look forward and dream about what God might do here and in our individual lives in the next year.  Our incoming president, Chelsea Batey, has set forth this challenge to us:

“Take the next step, a step of faith in Love, and stand out through our trust and faith in God to show our campus that we are different and that we have a REAL loving God who is always providing, always faithful, and constantly teaching us things.”

What are some examples you've seen of living by faith in the lives of people you know?

How have you seen God come through in the past when you've taken steps of faith?

Romans 1:5

“ … Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations.”

How are the ideas of the “obedience of faith” and the greatness of God's name among all the nations connected?

God's Faithfulness

Living lives of faith is grounded in God's faithfulness to his promises.

God's Faithfulness: “The utter reliability, firmness and constancy of God's character, commands, and promises; his determined, steadfast loyalty toward his people and his covenant.” - Davis, Handbook of Basic Bible Texts

God's faithfulness is proclaimed throughout the scriptures.  Look at the following verses – what do they show you about God's faithfulness?

· Deuteronomy 32:4

· Psalm 89:1-8

· Lamentations 3:21-23

· 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

· 2 Timothy 2:13

Read Hebrews 10:19-25.  In this passage, the writer of Hebrews has just finished explaining how Jesus, as a sacrifice for sin and as a high priest, has enabled us all to have access to God, and is now drawing some conclusions.

What are some of the foundations of God's faithfulness in these verses?

What role does the community of faith play in living by faith?

Faith in Action

Read Hebrews 10:35-11:1.

What do you take from the writer's use of “shrinking back” as a contrast to true faith?

What steps of faith have you shrunk back from?

One illustration of faith in action in Hebrews is Moses.  Read Hebrews 11:23-28.  How do these examples from Moses' life show you what it means to live a life of faith?

What costs did Moses pay in this?  What rewards came from his faith?

Read Hebrews 11:13-16.  The writer explains how the heroes listed here died without seeing the goal of their faith.  Paul makes a similar comment in 2 Corinthians 5:7 (“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”) when reminding his readers that their true home is in heaven.

How do the workings of this world make living by faith difficult?  How does this eternal perspective help?

Living by faith requires us learning to listen to the Holy Spirit showing us where to step out.  Inevitably, we won't get this right every time.

How should we react when some of our steps of faith seem to end in failure?

“We [Christians] say things like, 'I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me,' and 'Trust in the Lord with all your heart.'  Then we live and plan like we don't believe God even exists.  We try to set our lives up so everything will be fine even if God doesn't come through.  But true faith means holding nothing back.  It means putting every hope in God's fidelity to his promises.” - Francis Chan, Crazy Love

What are you doing in your life right now that requires faith?  In other words, what are you doing that would fail if God didn't show up?

Dreaming Big

As we consider taking steps of faith both individually and as a community, it's good to begin dreaming about the realization of the desires God has placed in our hearts.

If you knew that failure was not a possibility, what would you want to see happen in the next year in your life?  In the community of faith at the BCM?

What steps of faith might these things require of you?

Read Hebrews 12:1-2.  How do these words encourage you as you consider this?

