BCM Bible Study – April 24-25, 2013
The Book of Judges: Judges 13-14
Introduction
The story of Samson is the last of the cycles of sin-oppression-deliverance that are seen in the book of Judges. We are given a lot of detail about his personal exploits, but very little about his leadership in Israel. We will look at the first half of Samson’s story this week (ch. 13-14) and the second half next week (ch. 15-16).
The Cycle of Sin and Samson’s Birth – Read Judges 13:1-25

· What is different about the story of Israel’s sin and God raising up Samson from the stories of the other Judges? What evidence is there that the condition of Israel has gotten worse from the start of the book?
· God says that Samson will be a Nazirite (which means “consecrated or devoted to God”). Read Numbers 6:1-8. What does this vow entail?
· What do you think God’s intentions were for this kind of a vow? What similar things do we do today? How are they beneficial? How can they be twisted into something unhelpful or even bad?
· What are your impressions of Samson’s parents?
· What other Biblical stories does chapter 13 remind you of? What do you make of those connections?
Samson’s (Almost) Marriage – Read Judges 14:1-20
· Is it surprising to you that Samson was romantically interested in a woman of the Philistines? What does that say about him?

· Do you think his parents were wise to question his choice of a wife in v3?

· Have you ever had an experience where somebody has warned you about a big decision you were making in your life? Did you listen to them? Should you have?

· A commentator said, “Judges 14:4 is not only shocking, but it is also the key to chaps. 14-15. Accordingly, although Yahweh is largely absent from the narrative, in one way or another his agenda is being achieved in Samson’s life.” What are your thoughts about this verse and this quote? How does this verse help you understand the rest of the chapter? What is God doing?
· Samson’s actions in 14:9 were likely a violation of the terms of his Nazirite vow (see Num 6:6). What do you make of this?
· What are your impressions of Samson from his actions in this chapter? What parts of his character would be good and bad qualities for a leader to have?
Next week we will look at Judges 15-16 (the rest of Samson’s story), so encourage your family to read through it before they come!
