BCM Bible Study – February 26/27, 2014
Isaiah 61-62
Introduction
Chapters 56-66 of Isaiah focus on the themes of living out God’s righteousness and God’s grace that enables the people to do so. Chapters 61-62 describe God’s people when they have experienced God’s deliverance. It begins in 61:1-3 with a description of the work of the servant/messiah that we met in chapters 49 and 53.
The Year of the Lord’s Favor – Read Isaiah 61:1-11

· Jesus quotes 61:1-2 at the beginning of his ministry. Read Luke 4:16-21. Why is this passage appropriate for Jesus to read? How are these things lived out in his ministry?

· What metaphors are given in v3? How do they speak to you personally?

· Those whom God transforms are to live lives that “display his splendor” (v3, NIV) or “that he may be glorified” (v3, ESV). What does that mean for us?
· What do v4-11 tell us about God’s plans for his people? Of God’s plans for the nations?
· These chapters speak a lot about righteousness (v3, 10-11) and justice (v8). What do these things mean here? How are they related?

Coming Salvation – Read Isaiah 62:1-12

· What do 62:1-2 show us about Isaiah and his motivation for his ministry? How does this motivation apply to us as we seek to love people around us?
· How do v2-5 describe the new relationship between God and his people?

· These two chapters have used the metaphor of marriage (61:10; 62:5). What does this metaphor tell us about God’s relationship with us?

· Is it easy for you to accept these new names from v4 that God has spoken about you as one of his people?

· What does v10 describe?
· What are the “reward” and “recompense” that will accompany the Lord in v11?

Conclusion
· Based on the small sections that we’ve read, how would you summarize the message of Isaiah?

· What verses or ideas have stuck with you the most as we’ve studied the book?

· What have you learned about the character of God?

· How has what you’ve learned affected your daily life and walk with God? How do you need to continue to grow based on what you’ve learned?
