Bible Study

April 18-19, 2012

Colossians 3:1-17
Recap: Paul is writing this letter from prison to the church at Colossae (present-day Turkey) to strengthen them against the heretical “philosophy” (2:8) that false teachers were imposing on them.
3:1-4

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” (ESV)
· Reflection questions

· What does it look like to set your mind on things that are above? 
· “things that are on earth” (v. 2) refer to the activities of the false teachers who with their asceticism, visions, and so on, sought to be free from the spiritual powers (O’Brien, 160). In what kinds of situations are you tempted to set your heart and mind on earthly things?

· “hidden with Christ” (v. 3, also 2:3) means that since Christ is “above” and our life is hidden with and inseparable from him, then we are, in a sense, already in heaven; “in God” (v. 3) means that our life in Christ is secure, unable to be touched by anyone. How sure are you that your life is with Christ in God? Talk to your friend/DL/staff member if you are unsure.

· “in glory” (v. 4) means sharing Christ’s likeness and the receiving of the glorious resurrection body. How and/or are you looking forward to Christ’s second appearing? “The day of the revelation of the Son of God will be the day of the revelation of the sons  [and daughters] of God” (O’Brien, 171)

3:5-11

“Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.” (ESV)
· What does “therefore” refer to? (2:20-3:4)
· Name the 5 “vices” listed in v. 5. Note that they move from the outward manifestations of sin to inward cravings. What is covetousness? How is it idolatry? “The love of money leads to idolatry; because, when led astray through money, men name as gods those who are not gods” (Jewish saying); see also Matt. 6:34
· What is wrath? (God’s holy anger against sin and the judgment that results). How can God be both loving and wrathful? “Only he who has experienced the greatness of god’s mercy can understand something of how great that wrath must be.”
· “Put them all away” (v. 8) means to discard old repulsive habits like a set of worn-out clothes. What are some things that have been “put to death” in your life since becoming a Christian?

· “in knowledge” means Christians have an increasing ability to recognize God’s will and command. What does this look like practically? How do we know God’s will?
· What categories/labels/distinctions do we make today (v. 11)? What is the solution? (In case anyone is interested: Barbarian = non-Greek speaking or culturally Greek; Scythian = lowest kind of barbarian who was probably also a slave).
3:12-17
“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (ESV)
· What do you do when you doubt that you are chosen, holy, and beloved (if you are a Christian)?
· What are some areas or people to whom you are not showing one of these 5 “graces”, particularly fellow-believers? What would be different if we did?
· How can we let the peace of Christ (the Gospel of Christ) rule in our hearts?
· How does the word of Christ dwell in you richly? How are you able to teach and admonish? What opportunities do you have to do this at BCM or in your church?
· How many times does Paul command the Colossians to give thanks and do you find that number significant? What are you thankful for today? 

· Verse 17 is often quoted. How does the context impact how we should apply this verse? (We cannot do everything in the name (obedience) to the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God if we are doing what v. 16 says!)
Conclusion:  How will you obey these commandments as men and women who are in a new relationship with God through Christ and have become part of God’s new creation? 
