BCM Bible Study – October 2/3, 2013
Acts: Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10)

This week, we will look at the story of Peter and Cornelius in Acts 10. Outside of the story of Philip and the Ethiopian in ch8, this is the first time the church is confronted with God taking the message of the gospel beyond  the Jews.
Cornelius’ Vision – Read Acts 10:1-8
· Describe Cornelius. Describe his relationship with God at the beginning of this story. What did he lack in his relationship with God? What aspects of his relationship with God challenge you?
· What does v4 tell us about God and his relationship to people in the world?

· Why do you think God had Cornelius find Peter? Why not just tell him what he needed to know in the vision?

Peter’s Vision – Read Acts 10:9-16
· Peter is initially resistant to God’s message here (see v14) – why is that?
· Do you think there are times where following rules causes us to miss out on some of the things that God is doing around us?

Peter and Cornelius Meet – Read Acts 10:17-33

· We see in this story that God was preparing people on both sides (Cornelius and Peter) for what he was about to do. Why do you think God did that? Have you ever experienced something like that?

Peter Preaches the Gospel – Read Acts 10:34-48
· What conclusions does Peter draw from hearing Cornelius’ story? (see v34-35)
· What racial and social barriers stand in the way of the gospel today in Blacksburg? Around the world? How do we live in light of the fact that “God shows no partiality”?
· What stands out to you about the content of Peter’s sermon in v36-43? What are the most important things for you to explain when you share the gospel with somebody today?
· V44-48 are sometimes referred to as “The Gentile Pentecost.” Why is this such an important event? Why was it important to Peter and his companions?
Conclusion
Peter and the other Jewish Christians are initially resistant to the idea of Gentiles becoming Christians. Who are some groups of people on campus you have a hard time befriending and sharing God’s love with? How can you take a step to overcome that resistance this week?
