BCM Bible Study – September 26 & 27, 2018
Acts: Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10-11)

This week, we will look at the story of Peter and Cornelius in Acts 10. This is the first time since Jesus’ ascension that church leadership is confronted with God taking the message of the gospel beyond the Jews.
Cornelius’ Vision – Read Acts 10:1-8
· Cornelius was a “God-fearer,” one who sought to worship the monotheistic God of Judaism without necessarily being an official convert of Judaism. (Expositor’s Bible Commentary)
· Why does it seem that God specifically chose Cornelius for this important role? What does this tell us about God’s posture towards people who are earnestly seeking truth?
· Why do you think God had Cornelius find Peter? Why not just tell him what he needed to know in the vision?

· Note: The presence of an apostle legitimated the “official” Gentile entrance into the community of faith. It could not be said that God had not accepted them.

Peter’s Vision – Read Acts 10:9-16
· Peter is initially resistant to God’s message - why is that?
· Note: “God was overturning the old clean/unclean distinctions and dietary laws in general, along with al other ‘ceremonial’ laws in the Mosaic covenant (including laws about sacrifices, festivals and special days, and circumcision.)” - ESV Study Bible

· There is something beautiful to see every time God “changes” the OT law, for in fact, Christ did not change the law, but fulfilled the thing to which it pointed. Tim Keller relates the law and Christ nicely: “Christ’s atoning sacrifice brings us to the reality to which the sacrifices pointed, and in Christ believers are permanently ‘clean’ and acceptable in God’s sight…Mosaic laws…are grounded in God’s character, and that never changes.” (Generous Justice, 20-22)

· By God showing Peter this vision involving these previously unclean animals, what is he communicating about the effect of the cross on all who believe in him?

· Is this something that is ever difficult for you to believe? Why?
Peter and Cornelius Meet – Read Acts 10:17-33

· One of the prominent themes in Acts is the leading role of the Holy Spirit. Where do you see Him at work in this section?
· We see in this story that God was preparing people on both sides (Cornelius and Peter) for what he was about to do. Why do you think God did that? 
· Have you ever experienced something like this?

· How does this story and your own experiences encourage you in your efforts to share Christ with others?

Peter Preaches the Gospel – Read Acts 10:34-48
· What conclusions does Peter draw from hearing Cornelius’ story? (see v34-35)
· What racial and social barriers exist today in Blacksburg? Around the world? 
· Why is it important for Christians to work to bring reconciliation across these boundaries? In what way do these barriers inhibit the advance of the gospel?
· How do we live in light of the fact that “God shows no partiality”?
· What stands out to you about the content of Peter’s sermon in v36-43? What are the most important things for you to explain when you share the gospel with somebody today?
· V44-48 are sometimes referred to as “The Gentile Pentecost.” Why is this such an important event? Why was it important to Peter and his companions?
· What is the significance of the falling of the Holy Spirit and subsequent signs?
· Answer: This authenticates the experience. Since this event parallels the Pentecost, Peter and the other church leaders would have noticed the connection and could not deny that God was placing Gentiles on an equal playing field. 
The Church Accepts Gentiles/The Church at Antioch

· Chapter 11 begins with Peter being approached by some Jews who accuse him of breaching Jewish law by eating with Gentiles. Peter proceeds to explain what happened. We will pick up in verse 15: Read Acts 11:15-18.
· In what ways can we aspire to imitate the attitude of Peter and the church leadership?
· The Jews were forced to change their understanding God and how he works. How do we remain open to what God is doing while still remaining grounded in truth?
Conclusion
In the Gentile Pentecost we see God’s original intent in his blessing to Abraham – to bless all nations and all people. The Jews were blessed and chosen by God so that God’s blessing of salvation might be offered to all nations and all people. The same is true for you – you have been blessed to be a blessing.

In the past weeks, we have been talking about having faith conversations. End the study with checking in and seeing how this is going. Ask if anyone has any hesitations or anxieties about this and ask if this week’s passage has encouraged them in any way.
