BCM Bible Study – September 22/23, 2010

Romans 5 – Results of Justification

Will be asking ourselves in each section of chapter 5: what are the results of justification?

Read verses 1-5

Review definition of justification from week 3:

Justified – borrowed from the law court; the judge declares that the person on trial has no legal charges against him.  It has the same root word as righteous. 

“Justification is not an act of God that makes us righteous.  It is an act of God that declares us righteous.” - John Piper

What are the results of justification seen in this passage? Peace with God, rejoicing: in the hope of the glory of God and in our sufferings.

What is the therefore, there for?  If we have been justified through faith, then we have peace with God.  If/then statements.  You just take them for granted, you don’t work it out, wonder if it’s true.  It is.  If justification is declared over us, what does it mean to have peace with God declared over us?  Why is this hard to grasp or what untruths/lies keep us from believing-living this truth?

Access: the ability, right, or permission to approach, enter, speak with, or use; admittance (dictionary.com).  This was unthinkable to Jews who only had access to God through the priests.  Access into what?   “Into this grace in which we now stand”.  Do you stand, recognizing the security of this, in grace or do you play ‘mother may I’ with God?  How would believing that you are standing in grace affect your relationship with God?  With others?  

What things do you usually rejoice over?  What does it mean to rejoice over the hope of the glory of God?  We will get to be in/share in the glory of God (8:2-30). This hope is not the hope that we think of as something that might happen. It is a certain expectation.

Sufferings: this word literally means tribulations.   In your life or that of someone you love, when have you seen suffering or trials produce:  perseverance, character, hope?  How has that affected the way you look at struggles?  Have you ever rejoiced over struggles?  Perseverance means steadfastness.  Character means to be proved.

What promises are there in these verses?    Hope, God’s love poured into our hearts, peace with God, etc.

Read verses 6-11 

What result of justification do we see in these verses?  Reconciliation.  What is the difference in the peace with God talked about in verse one and reconciliation in verse 11?  Peace is brought about through reconciliation.  We are complete/at peace with God because of the act of reconciliation.  With reconciliation there is a change in status.  

Peace: The biblical concept of peace is larger than the passive English use and means "to be complete" or "to be sound." (Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary)

Reconciliation: Reconciliation comes from the Greek family of words whose common meaning is "change" or "exchange." Reconciliation involves a change in the relationship between God and man or man and man. It assumes there has been a breakdown in the relationship, but now there has been a change from a state of enmity and fragmentation to one of harmony and fellowship. Because of change or reconciliation we become new creatures. "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!" 2 Cor 5:17. (Baker’s Eangelical Dictionary) 

How are we justified?  Through the blood of Christ.  What else does the blood of Christ do?  Saves us from God’s wrath.  This is why we must ask/receive Jesus as our savior.  If anyone has never done this or has any questions about this come talk to me after the study….  

When people ask what grace is verses 6-8 are great ones to share with them.  How many of you would try to stop a man who was hitting a child in the grocery store?  How many of you would try to stop two men from beating each other up who had just held up a grocery store?  This is what Christ did.  

Read verses 12-21


What result of justification do we see in these verses?  Life. Righteousness.  

Can anyone summarize these verses? One man, Adam’s, sin brought about death to all men. One man, Jesus’, gift (of his life) brought many to grace/righteousness/life.  

How are Adam and Christ similar?  How is Christ’s gift different from Adam’s trespass?  Note of these verses, I find verse 16 the most confusing as it is a tangent in one long run on sentence.  The “unlike” here is in reference to the face that Adam intended his sin to bring him closer to God, make him more like God which did not happen.  While Jesus’ act did justify us, making us more like God.  

What are the downfalls of seeing eternal life as the only result of justification?  You miss out on everything else and can become very narrow in your explanation of Christian life and the sharing of the gospel.  And what are the downfalls of not realizing eternal life as a result of justification?  You miss out on end of the gospel – being in the presence of God!

Reflect/Conclusion:  Looking back over this passage, what reasons does it give you for rejoicing?  You might want to close by spending some time marveling over this and praising God through prayer.  

