BCM Bible Study – September 26/27, 2012

The Gospel of John: The Bread of Life (John 6:1-71)

Two Miracles – Read John 6:1-21

· Chapter 5 ends with a reference to Moses having written about Jesus (5:46), and chapter 6 begins by letting us know that it was the time of the Passover (6:4). How do these two contextual clues help us understand John 6?

· What do you imagine these experiences were like for the disciples? How and what is Jesus teaching them?

· Andrew didn't know what to do in this situation, but he brought what little he had to the attention of Jesus. Are there things in your life – things that perhaps you consider to be of little value – that you might bring to Jesus, expecting that he could do something new and creative and wonderful with them?

· What do the miracle of the bread and fish and the miracle of walking on water tell us about Jesus?

The Bread of Life – Read John 6:22-40

· Why do you think the crowd continues to seek Jesus? How does Jesus respond to this kind of seeking?

· In John 4, Jesus referred to himself as the giver of “living water.” Now he calls himself “the bread of life.” How are these two pictures of who Jesus is similar and different?

· What does the interaction between the people and Jesus in v28-29 tell us about what we must do to be in right relationship with God?

· How does Jesus relate the story of God giving manna to Israel in the wilderness through Moses to himself? (See Exodus 16 for the original story of manna)

The Jews Respond – Read John 6:41-59

· What objections do the Jews have to Jesus' teaching?

· How does Jesus expand on the picture of the “bread of life”? What else do we learn about this image and what it teaches us?

· How do you respond to Jesus' words about eating his flesh and drinking his blood?

· What does it mean for you to be regularly nourished and given life by Jesus? How does that happen in your life?

The Disciples Respond -  Read John 6:60-71

· Why do some of Jesus' disciples turn away from following him here?

· What difficult and demanding things that Jesus said cause people to turn away from following him today?

Next week we'll be looking at John 7:1-52 and 8:12-59. Challenge people to read these passages before they come!

