BCM Bible Study – February 19/20, 2014

Isaiah: Our idolatry and God’s glory (Isaiah 46, 48)

Introduction- 2 Kings 17:12-19
Israel has already been conquered by the Assyrian empire, and Judah will face the same fate by the Babylonians in 586 BC when they are taken into captivity.

· What is the reason for God sending Assyria and Babylon to conquer Israel and then Judah?

Dead Idols and the Living God- Isaiah 46:1-13
· How are idols described? What constitutes an idol? What were idols for Israel?
· Why are idols weak and worthless?

· What are things that we cry out to? What do we turn to when we are in need?

· What are some things which surround us that may tempt us away from God?

· How does God compare to idols? What is he able to do which idols can’t? What distinguishes God from other gods?

· What is God’s plan for Israel? Why does he have this planned?

Israel Refined for God's Glory- Isaiah 48:1-11
· Where does Israel’s hypocritical nature come from?

· As modern Christians, are we able to confess God “in truth or right”? What is at the center of the Church’s heart?

· Why did God provide Israel with prophesies? Why is he now bringing about new things?

· What is our instinct or reaction when hearing God’s word?

· Why does God extend his mercy to Israel over and over again? Why does he put up with our rebellious heart?

· Does this mean that God is selfish? 1 Samuel 12:20-25
· What do we give God’s glory to and how?
· How is God refining Israel? How does he refine us? What is the result of his refinement process?

The Lord's Call to Israel- Isaiah 48:12-22
· What is God’s plan for Israel? How do know God has a plan for us? Why should we trust in His plan?
· What does following God’s commands look like? What results? How can we do this?

· What does true freedom from idolatry look like in your life?
· What lies do we believe about freedom?

· What are some practical steps to walking in freedom in Christ?
Some applicable verses to consider: Galatians 2:20, Galatians 4:8-9, Acts 13:38-39
