BCM Bible Study – February 16-17, 2011

Branching Out from Romans – God's Heart for the Nations

Adapted from God's Heart for the Nations by Jeff Lewis.  All quotes here are from this study.

There are a lot of scripture references here – if you can't get to all of them, hit the bold ones!

Romans 3:29-30

“Or is God the God of the Jews only?  Is he not the God of Gentiles also?  Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one.  He will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.”

Introduction

Psalm 46:10 - “Be still (cease striving), and know that I am God.  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

Many people will memorize and quote the first half of this verse without the second half.  What is the danger in this selective use of this Psalm?

“Israel's ethnocentric perception of God created a national belief that God chose Israel so that they could selfishly enjoy His blessing and respond to the other nations from a position of superiority.  American evangelicalism is experiencing this same nearsighted condition.  The major focus of American Christian thought and practice seems to be 'what can God do for me?'  Our lives communicate the belief that God's global priority is to make his people more comfortable.  The themes of God's blessings and His global purpose are beautifully woven together in scripture, and it is essential to understand the connection of these two themes.  Our tendency is to see God's blessings disconnected from His purpose.  That perspective will create an egocentric faith.”

How have you seen the truth of this quote?

For the Glory of God

“For the first 14 years of my Christian walk, I lived under the delusion that Christianity was about me.  I thought and lived like I (man) was the center of God's world; that my (man's) needs were the basis for His actions.  I thought that verses like, 'God so loved the world...,” declared the ultimate motive for God's actions in the world.  That we were God's ultimate passion.”

Look at the following scriptures about God bringing Israel out of their slavery in Egypt.  What do they tell us about God's ultimate purpose in this action? 

Exodus 2:23-25, Ezekiel 20:5-14, Psalm 106:7-12, Is 63:12-14

“God's passion for His name and His glory is the supreme reason for His actions in the world.  This does not lessen the fact that He loves us, in fact it strengthens the concept of His love for us.  This Bible study is built on this foundation truth.  God's passion for His name should be our central motivation for world evangelization.  God is not receiving the worship that is due His name, therefore, the mission of the Church is to call out worshipers from among the nations.  Every church and every follower of Jesus Christ is called to participate in this global activity.”

God Impacts the Nations as He Blesses His People

“As God blessed the people of Israel, He would reveal Himself to the nations and draw Gentiles to himself.”

How are God's blessing and global purpose connected in the following events?

Parting the Red Sea: Joshua 4:23-24, 2:8-11

Giving the Law: Deuteronomy 4:5-8

Blessing Solomon with wisdom: 1 Kings 4:29-34, 10:1-9

Blessing Esther and Mordecai – Esther 8:15-17

Delivering Daniel from the lions: Daniel 6:16-28

The Psalms reveal God's Heart for the Nations

“We do not worship a tribal deity; we do not worship a God of a region, a people or a country.  We worship the God of all nations.  This truth is reflected in the Psalms of Israel.  The Psalms reveal God's heart for the nations, God's call for the nations to worship Him and for His people to declare His praise among the nations.”

Psalm 2

Psalm 57:7-11

Psalm 66:1-8

Psalm 67

Psalm 87

Psalm 96

The Messiah

What do the following verses tell us about what the Messiah has come to do, and for whom?

Isaiah 49:6

Matthew 4:12-16

Luke 2:25-32

If Jesus is Savior of the World (John 4:42 and 1 John 4:14), that means that you are a disciple of the Savior of the World.  How does that impact your daily walk with Christ?

“As Jesus approached the end of His earthly ministry and with more intensity after the resurrection, He made it clear that His purpose was global and His mandate was to catapult His followers to the nations.  The following scriptures are restatements of the great commission that God gave to Abram found in the purpose clause of Genesis 12:3, 'And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.'  Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of God blessing the families of the earth through Abram.  His mandate to His followers will never be understood if our only grasp of the 'Great Commission' is obtained from Matthew 28:19-20.  Full understanding is reached when you study the five commission statements Jesus gave after the resurrection.”

Matthew 28:19-20

Mark 16:15-16

Luke 24:44-49

John 20:21-23

Acts 1:3-8

Conclusion

Take some time to share together how God is challenging you through these verses and concepts, and pray for each other.

