BCM Bible Study- September 25/26, 2013 
Acts 8 & 9 
Introduciton (Chapter 8) 
The accounts of Philip’s ministries in Samaria and to the Ethiopian eunuch are placed in Acts between the Christians removal from Jerusalem and the start of outreach to the Gentiles- an outreach prepared for by Saul’s conversion. Through the story of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch we learn about being in tune with the Holy Spirit, being intentional in relationships, and sharing the gospel. 
Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch- Read Acts 8: 26- 40
· Philip was in tune with the Holy Spirit and heard from the Lord to “ rise and go…” What disciplines do you think Philip had in his life that allowed him to hear and be used by God? 
Acts 8: 4-5, Acts 6: 4, Acts 2: 4 
· Are you spending time with Christ and asking for the Holy Spirit to show you whom you should share Christ with?

· Why do you suppose that Luke specifically makes mention that God called Philip to a “desert place?”  Where is your “desert place?” 
· What can we conclude about the Eunuch based on where he was coming from, what he was reading, and his ethnicity?  
· Who around you do you see searching for the truth?
· How did Philip go about forming a relationship with the Ethiopian? 
· Philip was intentional. He made conversation happen by approaching the Eunuch and finding their common ground, where can you intentionally start conversations? 
· What did Philip begin with in answering the Eunuch’s question? 
· Why do think God chose to lift Philip away after the Ethiopian became a believer? 
The Conversion of Saul- Read Acts 9: 1-19
Introduction (Chapter 9) 
Luke references Saul’s salvation three times in the Bible. Luke wanted people to understand that Saul’s conversion was a supernatural call that came directly from Christ himself in miraculous circumstances. Christ is all-powerful and can change lives completely. This is clearly demonstrated in Paul’s conversion. He went from being a persecutor of Christians (8:3;9:1), to being one of the most influential followers of Christ. Certain aspects of Paul’s personality didn’t change- the zeal he showed in persecuting Christians became zeal in preaching the gospel. 
· What was Saul going to Damascus to do? 
· Is there a sin area in your life that you are down- playing God’s ability to overcome? 
· Is there someone in your life who you have trouble believing will EVER come to Christ? 
· God asked Saul, “why are you persecuting ME?” What do you think this means for believers who are facing ridicule, persecution, and harassment for their faith? 
· Ananias was scared of Saul for he had heard of the evil he had done to believers. Who in your life are you scared to reach out to? 
· What is the significance of Ananias laying his hands on Paul and addressing him as brother?  Is there anyone whom you need to accept, as a brother/sister regardless of their past? 
Conclusion

- Who will you be intentional with this week? (like Philip)
Arrange a time and hang out! Or pick an hour this week to go meet people where they are!
-“Life change happens when Christians believe in God’s power to change lives.” 

· What area(s) of your life do you need to trust God to change? Pray for God’s help transforming you this week! 

· Who can you trust God to change? Share the gospel with them, so that God can remove the scales from their eyes! 

