Romans week 4 – studying Chapter 4

Discovering What Abraham Discovered (verses 1-3)

· This is one of those places that I wish the chapter divisions were different because the structure and point of the beginning of chapter 4 is dependent on the end of chapter 3.  Do you see any pattern in the way 3:27-4:3 is written?
· Verse 1 - “this matter” = righteousness through faith (building on 3:21-31)

· Verse 2 – When we come before God, the highest righteousness anyone can muster is trumped.  His presence is the one place where any boasting, by even the most upright person, is shown to be hollow.
· Have you ever been at a point in life where you have been tempted to boast about your “goodness” or your spiritual growth?

Payroll Basics and Spiritual Accounting 101 (verses 4-8)
	PLACE
	WHAT WE GIVE
	WHAT WE RECEIVE
	IS THIS A GIFT?

	Physical world
	work
	wages
	nope

	Spiritual world
	faith
	righteousness
	yep


· Verse 4 – SPOILER ALERT – Paul is setting up some thinking about “wages” that will be very important in chapter 6, specifically 6:23

· Verses 7 & 8 – The ledger is wiped clean and your debt is wiped out.

· If you are a follower of Jesus who trusts him with a life of faith, the truth about your sin is expressed in verse 8: “whose sin the Lord will never count against him.”  Are you ever tempted to reject this way of thinking?  Have you ever struggled with feeling unforgiven?  When and how did the total forgiveness offered by Christ become real to you?

· Why is the choice of who Paul uses as an example here (Abraham starting in verse 1 and David starting in verse 6) important?
Faith and… (verses 9-17)
· At first it seems like Paul is nitpicking about the timeline here, like he is a prosecuting attorney asking, “Where were you on the night in question?”  But his question of order is vital – he is trying to help his readers avoid the dangerous pitfall of “faith and…”  Paul wants to establish that we receive God’s grace and his gift of salvation through faith and faith alone.

· As Paul expressed it, the “faith and…” that was imprisoning Jewish believers was “faith and Jewish ritual” (in this case, circumcision.)  What “faith and…” things have you seen people emphasize or embraced yourself for a time? (works, baptism, signs and wonders?)
· This passage makes our roles clear as we walk with God - Faith, belief is our work; application of His righteousness upon us is His work.  Jesus gave what many would think to be a very simple view of our role in John 6:28-29 – “Then they asked him, ‘What must we do to do the works God requires?’  Jesus answered, ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.’”

· The starting point of following Christ is that simple – He has done the great work of providing grace and our job is to believe him and allow that belief to be evidenced in a life of obedience to Him.  Why do we at times get so driven towards feeling like we have to earn God’s love and favor?  How do you combat this leaning toward wanting to “earn” good standing with God?
Specifics of Abe’s Story (verses 18-25)
· These verses provide a rich ending to the introduction of Abraham’s example.  
· What is it about the first phrase in v. 18, “Against all hope, Abraham in hope…” that make it such a captivating picture of faith?

· Verse 21 presents Abraham as “…being fully persuaded that God had the power to do what he had promised.” Where are you being stretched in your ability to trust God’s promises?
· How did Abe exercise the faith that was “credited to him as righteousness”?  (In other words, what are the examples of exercised faith in the life of Abraham?)

· In verse 25, the chapter ends with a reminder of who our salvation is all about – Jesus.  What are ways we make our salvation and our spiritual life more about us than about Him?  What are some practical ways in your thinking and actions that you can recognize that it is all about Him?

Where, then, is boasting?

It is excluded.

On what principle? On that of observing the law?

No, but on that of faith.  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.

Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too?

Yes, of Gentiles too, since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith.

Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith?

Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter?

If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God.

What does the Scripture say?

"Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."

