BCM Bible Study – September 19/20, 2012

The Gospel of John: The Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-42)

Background

Samaria was a mountainous region in central Israel between Galilee (in the north) and Judea (in the south). The natural way to travel between Judea and Galilee would be to follow the Jordan River valley, to the east of Samaria, rather than go through the hilly road that went through Samaria. The town of Sychar was located in a valley between two mountains: Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim. This was the site of a famous covenant renewal ceremony that God commanded for Israel when they entered the promised land (see Deut 11:29; Deut 27:12; Joshua 8:30-35). The Samaritans had broken away from traditional Judaism, which centered around the temple in Jerusalem, and had constructed their own temple on Mt. Gerizim where they held their worship. They were considered to be outcasts and heretics by other Jews.

Conversation With a Woman – Read John 4:1-26

· Why do you think Jesus left Judea? What were his reasons for going through Samaria on the way to Galilee?

· Why does Jesus invite such an unconventional interaction with the Samaritan woman? How might following Jesus require us to behave in ways our culture finds strange or disturbing?

· Similar to Nicodemus last week, the woman misunderstands Jesus in v11. What does she not get, and how does Jesus redirect her?

· What does Jesus' offer of “living water” mean in your life and experience?

· Why do you think Jesus brings up the woman's long list of past marriages and her present adulterous relationship? Why does she change the subject after this?

· What principles can you draw from Jesus' conversation with the woman to help you in discussing the gospel with non-Christians?

Follow Up to the Conversation – Read John 4:27-42

There are two chances for Jesus to follow up on this conversation: with his disciples in v31-38, and with the woman and the people in her town in v28-30, 39-42.

· How is the disciples' confusion about food similar to the woman's confusion about living water?

· After his conversation with the woman, what specific lessons does Jesus apply to his disciples and to us?

· When you look at the harvest waiting to be gathered, how do you feel? Excited? Motivated? Overwhelmed? Scared?

· What impresses you about the response of the woman and the people in her town to Jesus and his message?

· What could we learn from this woman about responding to Jesus?

Next week we'll be looking at John 6:1-70. Challenge people to read John 4:43-5:47 and John 6:1-70 before they come!

