BCM Bible Study – April 9-10, 2014
James 2:14-26
Introduction

· In the spirit of James 1:22, how were you a “doer” of God’s word this week?

· The passage this week is about the connection between faith and works or deeds. Before we look at the passage, describe in your own words how you view the connection between these two things.
Faith and Works - Read James 2:14-17
· In what sense is faith without works “dead” (v17)?
· How does the illustration from v15-16 help you understand James’ point?

· Do you think this kind of “faith by itself” attitude is common among Christians today? What is dangerous about it?

Examples of Faith and Works – Read James 2:18-26

· What does James say about “faith apart from works” in v18-19?
· How does the example of Abraham in v20-24 add to his argument?

· Read Romans 3:28; 4:1-5 (also Genesis 15:1-6). At first glance, Paul seems to be using the same story to illustrate a totally different point. How do you reconcile this?

· Read Galatians 5:6; Ephesians 2:8-10. How does this help clarify Paul’s perspective on faith and works? Does it line up with James’ perspective?
· Genuine saving faith seems to be somewhere between superficial faith (“faith without works”) and legalism (“works without faith”). Which of these errors do you most struggle with? Why? 
Conclusion
· Having looked at these passages today, how would you explain to someone what you must do to be saved? What role do works play in that?

· In what ways do your works most strongly provide evidence of your faith? In what ways are your works not consistent with your faith?
James 1:22 warns us to “be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
· How will you be a “doer” of the passage we studied? What is one specific, practical thing you will do this week in response to what we’ve read?
Next week we will look at James 3:1-12. Encourage your family to read through those verses before they come!
