BCM Bible Study – February 12/13, 2014
Isaiah: The Servant (Isaiah 49, 53)
Introduction – Read Isaiah 40:1-11
This week we’ll move into the second section of Isaiah: chapters 40-55. In the last section (1-39) we saw God encouraging Judah (through Isaiah) to trust him instead of the nations to protect them from Assyria, which he did. However, the Assyrian empire fell to the Babylonian empire in 605 BC, and Babylon conquered Judah and sent the people into exile in 586 BC. This section of Isaiah looks forward to that time of exile and beyond. It speaks of hope of restoration to a people who will be broken and wondering how God could have allowed this exile to happen.
· How would this introduction to the section have spoken to people in Isaiah’s time? To the people in exile more than 100 years later?

· What did these verses tell them, and us, about God?
In Isaiah 40-55, we are also introduced to the agent through whom God will bring about this restoration of his people: The Servant. Israel is often referred to as a “servant” in Isaiah, but shown to have failed in their task. God thus sends his true Servant (identified in the NT as Jesus) to accomplish what they could not and to show and enable them to be God’s servants.
The Servant Brings Salvation – Read Isaiah 49:1-7
· How does God prepare his servant for his mission (v1-3)?
· What are some of the specific plans God has for his servant (v4-7)?

· V6 is very significant. What does it tell us about God and his purposes? What does it tell us about the Servant?
· In what specific ways do you see Jesus fulfilling these prophecies as God’s true Servant? What passages from the NT show this?

· How do we join God and his servant in accomplishing the purposes God sets out here?

The Servant Bears the Sin of Many – Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12

God also had to deal with the sin of his people and the whole world. This passage shows how God would plan to do this through the Servant.
· What more do we learn about the servant here? What will happen to him? How will people react to him?
· What are the results of what the servant does here?
· As we asked about Isaiah 49, in what specific ways do you see Jesus fulfilling these prophecies as God’s true Servant? What passages from the NT show this?

· How do you respond to this graphic description of how Christ suffered for you?
