Branching Out From Romans: Hope

BCM Bible Study – 2/9-10/2011

Romans 5:1-5

The Greek noun elpis usually rendered “hope,” occurs in the New Testament 54 times.  It is defined as “Expectation of good, hope, joyful and confident expectation of eternal salvation.”

What does this show you about hope and Christianity?

Living Hope: 1 Peter 1:3-4

What are we looking forward to with this living hope?

What does a living hope mean to you?

The Essence of Christianity:

1 Corinthians 13:13

“Hope is an essential and fundamental element of Christian life, so essential indeed, that, like faith and love, it can itself designate the essence of Christianity”  - unknown

What is the different between faith and hope?

Faith - confidence and trust in a person or thing.

Hope - the feeling that what is wanted can be had or that events will turn out for the best.

Why do you think that hope is an essence of Christianity just like faith and love?

How can you share the hope that you have? (See 1 Pet 3:15-16)

1 Corinthians 15:12-19

What are we to have hope in as Christians?

Why is this hope the essence of Christianity?

In verse 19 it talks about being pitied more than all men; why does Paul say this about Christians?

One Hope: 

Ephesians 4:1-6

What is a life worthy of “the calling” look like?

What is the one hope the text is talking about?

How do we hope together in community?

1 Timothy 6:17

Why is the hope in God so more certain than the hope in wealth?

What does hope in God give us?

Do you daily put your hope in God?

Conclusion

How does the hope you have in God set you apart from others?

